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E R M O N, Gfc. 



Permit mt to befpeak ike candor and indulgence of my 
Reverend Brethern and of this Audience, while jvith 
the fentiments of efleem and alFedlion due to a foci- 
cty, ainongil wbdHi, in the early part of my niini- 
ftry, I enjoyed the intercourfcs of fricndfhip, and 
engaged in the fervices of my chara£ler, I requefl 
their ferioas regard to what may be ofTered from thof^ 
words^ which we find in 

A C T S ii. 42, 46, 47. 

And they continued fiedfaftly in the Jpofiles* doSirine 
and fellowjhip^ and in breaking of hread^ and in. 
frayer: And they continuing daiy with one accord 
in the temple^ and breaking bread from houfe to 
houfey did eat their meat with gfadnef^ andfmglen^s 
of hearty praijing God, and having favour with all 
the people. And the Lord added to the Church daily 
Juch as fhould befaved. 



MANKIND naturally wifh, in every pcrfuit, 
for the aids and fupports of focicty. Who 
isnotdcfirous, in the arduous cnterprize, of engag- 
ing others i that the difHcuhics of it may be di- 

B vidcd. 
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vided, and his own efForts rendered more eafy an4 / 
fuccefsful ? Who is not fond> in the agreeable and 
profperous undertakings of communicating to 
others the benefits he hath obtained i When men 
aft in concert, their emulation is kindled; their 
powers are whetted; their hands are ftrengthened ; 
' and their pleafures, by being circulated^ flow back 
agam into their own bofoms, with an improved 
relifli. 

Religion^ as well as other objeds of human at- 
tachment and purfuit, wants the fuccour of focial 
connexions^ and difpofes the heart to open its 
feelingSj its fentiments, and its joys^ to others. 
When Andrew and Philip had met with Jefus, 
how naturally do they impart the important dif- 
covery to their neareft friends, and invite them to 
a (hare in the great blefling. Ng fooner do we 
read of the three thoufand being converted by the 
preaching of Peter, but we find them aftmg 
together in facred harmony, uniting in the fame 
duties of devotion, and improving their focial 
afTeftions into pious friendfhip, *« They conti- 
** nued ftedfaftly in the A pottles' doftrine, and 
^^ fellowfhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 
*' prayer. — And they continuing daily with one 
*« accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
«* houfe to houfe, did eat their meat with glad- 
«' nefs and finglenefs of heart, praifing God, \, 
*' and having favour with all the people." "And 
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<^ the Lord added to tbe Church daily fuch as 
« ihould be faved/' 

This is a pleafing and inftrudive view of the 
conduft of thefe converts i of the zeal which 
warmed their breads; of the love which united 
their hearts : and it fets before us the happy 
cffefts of their deportment on the chriftian caufe. 

In the nameof Jefus of Nazareth, a man lately 
dcfpifcd, rcjeded, and crucified by his own coun- 
trymen, butraifcd from the dead by the power of 
God ', (of which the efFufion of the fpirit on the 
day of Pentccoft was a convincing teftimony) j in 
his name there arifes a focicty, of which the world 
furnifhed no model. It confided not of a few 
enlightened and philofophic minds, whom an im- 
proved tafte, cultivated manners, and the fame 
ftudies had cemented ; but of a great multitude^ 
formed of men of various and remote nations, of 
different tongues, and of different religious par- 
ties. " All thefe are clofely united by the bonds 
of fraternal love j by thp obligations of the moft 
pure and aftive benevolence. They ail have but 
one heart and one mind, that of their Founder, 
They all worftiip the Almighty in fpirit and in 
truth." Their bufincfs is devotion ; their hearts 
dilate with love : their lips open in fongs of praifc. 
*' They eat their meat with gladnefs and fingle* 
ncfs of heart." Their time is divided between 
ike ferviccs of religion, and the entertainments of 

B 2 chriftian 
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chriftian convcrfc. There is no want or poverty; 
for thofc who had goods and poflcffions, chcarfuUy 
. fell them to divide the price to all, as every man 
had need, '* We behold, as it were, a new, 
earthly Paradife : but the trees of it are all ire^s of 
lifer'' 

Thefe converts exhibited a wonderful and 
pleafing fpeftacle, It is eafy to conceive, that 
they muft attraft the notipe of mankind* And, 
drawing the eyes of men upon them, is it furprif^ 
ing, that thefe manners produced fentiments of 
cfteem for the principles from which they aroft ?' 
Is it ftrange, that the fame graces, which concilia 
ated the regards of men to themfelves, (hould dif- 
pofe others to embrace the faith which they hact 
ado{)ttrd ? Rather was it not to be expefted, that 
inen affcfSted, imprefTed, and charmed with a de--* 
portmcnt (o full of unfeigned love and chearful 

dcvotiooi 

• Peu de temps apres la fiioi;t dc I^Envoye, jc vois fc for^ 
Tfier dans un coin obfcur de la Terre, une ^^r/Vi^'' dont les 
Sages du Paganifmc n'avoient pas meme cntrcvu la poffibi« 
lite. — Tous fes Membres font unis etroiument pzt Its lieus tv 
deP amour fr&tcrnt\ tf de la bienveglllance la plus pure kit 
plus agiiTante. lis n'ont tous qu'an^mafne Efprit, 4 cett 
Efprit eft peloi dc leur Fondateur. Tops adorent le.. 
GKANoErREen Efprit 8c en VeritCi &c. En un mot; je, 
crois contempler un nouveau Paradis Tfcrreftre; mais dont 
tons les Arbres font des Arhrfs-dt Fi*^ Recberchee PhilofiK 
« . pkiqaes fur les Preifves da Chriftianifme : Nouveljr ^4iti90f 
|ar e. Bonnet, a Geneve, i77q, p, 385, 6. 
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devotion, (hould be ready to believe that God was 
with them of a truth : nay, ftiould be defirous of 
joining tlicmfclves to fo holy, benevolent, and 

happy a community* 

> > 

How difFerent was this fcene, which the Apof- 
ties were the great inftruments of introducing, 
from that profpeft which they had entertained con- 
cerning the firft eftabliflimentof Chrift'skingdorti. 
Their ambition had indulged the hope of filling 
fome high pofts of honour and power in a tempo^ 
ral kingdom^ Their imaginations had looked 
/orward to the time, when they (hould be employ- 
ed under the ftandard of their matter, to carry 
through the world the triumphs of his fword. 
They do, indeed, triumph in the name of their 
inalter. They do enliit fubjefls to his fcepter. 
They da fee the kingdom of Lhrift opening, and 
thoufands flocking into it. But no fword is un^ 
(heathcd ; no throne is erefted : no banncxs are 
difplayed. 

The weapons of their warfare arc fpiritual; the 
words of truth and grace, and the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit. They find themfelves not at the 
head of armies, but, fitting on the bench of 
feacKers; unfolding the dodrinc of falvation,— 
followed and liftened to with an attention that 
Philofophers could never merit, nor Scribes ever 
command. They fee focicties forming, whofe 

* law 
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law was love: whofc immunities were divine 
grace and forgivenefs of fins; and whofc hope was 
eternal life. They fee Jews, ftrangers and profe* 
lytcs, the inhabitants of Judea, and foreigners 
from rcniote regions, yielding to the authority of 
their exalted Lords and laying afide all diftindi- 
ons, attached to one caufe, and united by one 
fpirit. 

Thefe are the triumphs of truth, grace, and 
love* Here, not bodies are enchained, but fouls 
are fubdued. Here, thefe holy men of God per- 
ceive thcmfelves employed to bring about a revo« 
lution in the religion and morals of the worlds 
which philofophy could never effeftj a revolution 
which was the light and glory of that age, and 
which would fpread to the ends of the world, and 
reach down to the end of time, ** How glorious 
an carncft of the future fuccefs of the Gofpel ! 
How great an encouragement to the Apoftles in 
all the difficulties they were to encounter, obferves 
an excellent man, and how convincing a proof to 
all ages of the truth of the faith, which in its firft 
operations was fo powerful,"* 

If, from this fcene, we turn our eyes to view 
the prefent (late of chriftian focieties, have we not 
occafion to lament a great declenfion from this 

fpirit 



* See Dr. Doddridce^s Family Expofitor* v« 3. in loc< 
The Improvem$nt* 
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fpirit of piety, zeal, and love ? Thcfc early con- 
verts, it is allowed^ were addrefTcd by wonderful 
manifcftations of divine power in the gifts of the 
Spirit s which addrefled all their fenfcs, and ar- 
reded their attention to the word of falvation. 
They afled under the force of uncomnnon and 
lively imprelfions. The novelty, as well as im- 
portance of the doftrine, tended to occupy their 
thoughts with delight : the Angularity and diffi- 
culties of their profeflion contributed to cement 
their fouls together.* 

• But is the operation, is the energy of their de- 
votion and benevolence to be refolved wholly in- 
to the influence of prefent wonders, and of recent 
impreflions ? Is nothing, is not much to be afcrib- 
ed to the nature and truth of the things they had 
heard ? To the divinity and weight of the doc- 
trine they had embraced, as the word of God, 
and the woftD of Salvation? What can time di- 
miniJhfrom the fublimity, truth, and importance 
of our holy faith ? ** Jefus," or the Gofpef, " is the 
fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever.*' It always 
fupplieth juft grounds for a devout attachment, 
for a glowing zeaU 

After a due allowance for every difference of 
circumftances, the conduft of thcfe believers fur- 
nilhes a model for Chriftian Societies through &11 
ages ; a model of the fpirit which (hould aftuate 
their hearts, and of the manners which (hould 

adorn 
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adorn their profcflicn. Let itie, then, recommend 
to Chriftian Churches an imitation of thefe iirft 
ChrilHan Societies. It is with this view, that the 
fubje£t hath been chofcn ; to this point, what has 
been faid particularly and forcibly applies. 

Let Chriftian Societies be admonilhed to pcr- 
fevere in their attendance upon the inftitutions of 
the Gofpel— To cultivate the fpirit of love — And 
to aim at a purity of manners, that may command 
refped and conciliate favour. 

I. Let them perfcvere in their attendance up- 
on the Inditutions of the Gofpel. That the pro* 
fane and vicious, or fuch as fcarcely carry their 
views and thoughts beyond this world, (hould ne* 
g1e6t the ordinances of religion, is not furprifing : 
but that believers, that perfons profefling gcyili-* 
nefs, and the candidates for eternal life, fliouid 
forfake the afiemblies of the Saints, is not to be 
reconciled to any principles. It is incompatible 
with the confiftency of their own charaftcrs: it is 
fubverfivc of the intercfts of chriftianity ; and it 
is repugnant to the direftions of the New Tefta- 
ment. 

Is it not very natural, is it nor highly neceflary, 
that fuch as have the fame avowed objedt in view, 
ihould often meet together to promote it ? As 
Chriftians, the common Salvation is our end and 
hope. For^this you give your names to a ChriP- 
tian Society i for this yo^ choofe a Minifter to be 

thq^ 
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the helper of your faith and joy ; for this an ho- 
nour hath been fee upon the Lord's day j for this 
Churches have been crefted ; for this is the tabic 
of the Lord covered with its provifions But all 
thcfe nneans of advancing this great objeft arc de- 
feated, by our negledt of Chriftian inftitution^ 
and worfhip. 

Was it by remiflhefs, with rcfpeft t6 focial de- 
votion, that the firft converts were built up a fpi- 
ritual houfe, an holy pricft-hood? No. They con^ 
tinued daily with one accord in the teoiple, and 
were ftedfaft in attending upon the inftrudions of 
the Apollles,and in ads of Chriftian communion. 
The reafon was, that they felt the truth of the re* 
ligion they had embraced ; they derived their 
nobleft delights from its religious fervices; and 
-they were earneft in their holy profeffion. Shame 
to the langour of our piety ; (hame tp the weak- 
nefs of our faith, from whence proceeds our 
negleft of the day, and of the houfc of the Lord ! 

Were the Minifters of Religion to defert their 
pofts oh the Lord's day, for the fame reafons, 
which prevail with others to forfake the aflem* 
hling of themfelves together, their conduQ would 
be juftly deemed highly criminal and pernicious: 
but is not the fame condud, in a proportional 
degree, criminal and pernicious in the people as in 
them ? Be it their duty to teach, is it not that of 
their flocks, to receive the word of exhortation ? 

C Be 
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Be it ibeir doty to lead Chrillian devotions, is \t 
^ot that of others to go up to the houfe of the 
Lordj to unite in its prayers and praifcs ? Chrif* 
tians and Miaifters owe this to each other. It is 
a more weighty confideration, that they owe it to 
their common Lord and Saviour > to the honour 
and fpread of his caufe. Though by private 
reading, and by fecret devotion, our perfonal im- 
provement and felvation may be carried on, yet 
Chriftians fhould confidcr what they owe to the 
edification of others, and fhould reflefi; upon the 
ufefulnefs of Chriftian ordinances to the prcferva- 
tion andinfiuence of the Gofpel in the world. 

Our religion is built upon certain great fa£ts» 
the life and miniftry, the death and rcfurrcftion of 
Jefus Chrift. There is no way of perpetuating the 
remembrance of fafts^ but by written records, or 
by fenlible memorials and emblems of them. 
Written records fome cannot read; many will not 
confult, efpecially, when having been long in the 
hands of men^ they are fuppofed to offer nothing, 
but an old dory, to invite to a pcrufal. Senfible 
npemoriak come in aid of thedefefts and inefiicacy 
of books; fpeak, when the latter would not be 
looked into, arreft attention, and come home to 
the conceptions and feelings of men. By public 
worihip on one day out of feven^ and by the 
Lord's Supper, men are led to enquire, what mean 
ihefc things?— ?And to refleft upon their own 

concern 



concern in them. But can the inftitutions of re- 
ligion have their efFeft, unlcfs they be fcriouflf 
and regularly obfcrved ? 

• 

When the firft converts continued ftcdfaft in 
their attendance upon the A poftles' preachings in 
communion and prayer^ and were knit together 
by zeal and love, then daily were added to the 
Church fuch as ihould be faved. It is by your 
conftancy and fervor, not by. your indiffer- 
ence and lukewarmnefs, with refpedt to Chriftt4a 
ordinances, that you can hope to fee your Socie- 
ties increafe and flourifh. 

Or (hould you not be the happy inftruments of 
drawing others over to piety and faith, you may 
promifc yourfclvcs tbisy — that, by ihefc means^ 
you will preferve the knowledge and praftice of 
religion in your own families; a motive, which 
goeth with peculiar force to the hearts of parents. 
"What do we not ourfelves owe, in this refpeft, to 
the piety and holy cuftoms of our anceftors ? To 
this meafure, to their religious regularity and fe-» 
rioufnefs in carrying us up to the houfe of the 
Lord, under a divine Providence, we owe it; that 
religion exifts among us, and that our hearts have 
felt its power. In Ihort, the more ferious,-the 
more conftant, the more confcjentious we are irt 
the duties of chriftian communion, the more ear- 
ned will appear our purfuit of the end ; to the 
greater perfe£tion will our chriftian and devotional 

C a charadler 
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charadcr be raifed ; the more ftriking and effec* 
tual will be the wicncf^, which we hereby afford 
to the caufe of God^ and (he ^edeemef. Let ttif 
exhort you again : 

a. To cultivate a fpirit of love,, With what 
endearments were thefc early converts united! 
What a beautiful concord prevailed among thefc 
thoufands of believers ! How generoufly did they 
miniftcr to each other's wants ! What an union of 
afFcftion and zeal, in the common caufe, did they 
difplay ! This is the true Chriftian fpirit which 
Ihould dwell in every hearty and reign through 
every fociety. We are not, it is true, called to 
f^ll our poiTeflfions, and to caft the produce into a 
pommon Bank s the neceflities of the times do not 
require it. Shall we then account it difficult to 
fnake any IcflTer facrifices for mutual edification 
for promoting a common intereft i 

As Chriftian;, that corpmon intereft is the 
knowledge and praftice of the pure Qofpel of 
jefus Chrift j as Protcftant-Diffenters, it is the 
fupport of liberty, of copfcience, and frpe-enquiry, 
\n oppofition to all human authority in religioa 
-—and the maintenance pf a /criptural wor/bipy in 
oppofition to the inventions pf men, efpepially a$ 
%o the ohje3 of our worftijp, one divine Being or 
Per/gn, one God, the Father of all, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, through this one 
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Mediator t the man Cbrift Je/u^.^ Can a Society aft 
isrith vigour and fuccefs in the profecution of 
thefe, or of any other ends ; can it connniaQd re<« 
fpeA and influence with others, if animoGties ^n4 
hatred^ and jealoufies prevail in it ? 

Alas! that men (faould bring their little^ fecq^ 
lar competitions^ their private animoGties, into 
theconcicrns of religion, into the fcrvice of truth 
and of God ! Alas ! that becaufe they will not 
brook to worfhip with an offending brother, they 
Jhould defert their place, and perhaps, facriGcd 
their principles^ by joining in a worihip, 9gainj[^ 
which^ not only their former habits militate, but 
9t whiph their confcience revolts. Is this to ^* be 
angry and Gn not V^ Is this to '' ftudy the things 
that make for peace, and the things wherewith to 
edify one another ?" Can the prayers which arc 
accompanied with alienated affedions and dis- 
cordant hearts, afcend from any place, with 
ficceptance to the God of love and peace ? 

Where enmity and difcord prevail, we fympa- 
thifc with the Paftor of fuch a Society. We pity 
him under the grief which deprefles his heart. 
\Vc fprrow with him^ on account of the tears 

which 

* It is the cpnvidtipn that the true objedl of religious wor- 

Aipy is God the Father only, that in a great meafure makes 

OS Proteftant Diflenters. Let us keep on this ground. It is 

Iflopoffible we flionld fin$] betttsr. 

Pf. Price's Sermons on the QhrifUan DoArine, p. loi, loa; 
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which he prirately (beds oyer fuch as bite and de- 
vour one another* We feel ^for the diificulties 
of the part he has to aft in his friendly inter- 
courfes ^th thofe who wifli for the opportunity of 
laying before him their accufations of a brother, 
and making him a party in their quarrels. But if 
we feel for bim^ what emotions of concern and 
grief may we not indulge, for thofe fons of ftrife 
themfelves ? For the inconfiftency and guilt of 
their temper, there' is much reafon to grievci for 
their acceptance with our divine Mafter, the 
Prince of peace, and their future ftate, there 
is n)uch reafon to be alarmed. 

But why flioiild we dwell upon thefe things ? 
** Methinks, (to ufe the words of a refpedted 
friend on fuch an occafion as this) I hear a folema 
whifpcr fpreading through this aflcmbly, gently 
communicating the fixed purpofe of every heart; 
for the honour of God and Chrift, and thefuccefs 
of Gofpcl miniftrations, we are determined, there 
lha|l be no diflenfions among usj no enmity of 
heart one towards another, or towards Chriftians 
of any other Society ; no ftrife or contention, un-^ 
lefs it be who fball excel in faith and holinefs; who 
(hall be moft like their God and Redeemer in do- 
ing good, and adorn the doftrine of the Gofpel by 
the moft amiable converfation." ** Tbaiy my Fel- 
low* Chriftians, is an innocent ftrife! Tbaf is 
a truly glorious contcft ! It will occafion no alien^ 

atioQ 
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ation of aSe£tion ; but fan a flame of fa<tred love 
in your hearts^ which will confutne all mean and 
earthly pafTions, and refine and perfeA tbofc chat 
arc excellent and divine*." 

Laftly, Let innocence, fimplicity, and virtue^ 
^dom your profeffion of religion* It is recorded^ 
to the honour of the firfl: converts, that their vir- 
tue conciliated the favour of the people. To make 
men benevolent, upright, and holy, is the great 
end of the Gofpel miniftrations. k.very time we 
affemble together, we give our teftimpny in favour 
of virtue and piety. We profefs, that we have 
views beyond this world. For what are the 
inftrudiohs we hear, but leflbns of humility, fo- 
bricty, integrity, and all virtue ? What arc the 
prayers which we offer up, but fervent requefts 
that we may be transformed to do the perfect ami 
acceptable will of God ? What is tht language 
of our attendance at the table of the Lord, but 
that we are the Difciplcs of the holy Son of God, 
feparate from finncrs? What is the true honour and 
glory of any religious Society, but that they wor- 
Ihip the Maker of all Things, according to the 
purity and fimplicity of the Gofpel ^ and that they 
live Ibberly, rightcoufly, and holily in this prcfent 
world ? 

It 

* Wright's Sermon at the ordination of Rev. Ifaac Smith, 
atSidmouth. Jane 24, 177S, p. 30, 
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It isthco, fof the credit and ufcfulnefs of theif 
profefTion, to be devoutly wiflicd, that Chriftian 
Societies, by the purity of their charaflers, and 
brightnefs of their virtues, may fhine as lights in 
the world. They (hould carry their views much 
further than to the temporary purpofes, and tran- 
licnt afts of focial worfhip. The life, the lifemuft 
contribute to give thefe their full efficacy. The 
Apoftle$, therefore, in their cpiftles, are very full 
and very earned in their exhortations to every 
kind of righteoufnefs and virtue. Permit ye, 
Chriilians, the word of exhortation ; permit ye the 
earneft perfuaAon to abound in good works. 

There is the more need, in the prefent times^ 
lor holding up to Chriftian profelTors, their obli- 
gations to peculiar fandity and virtue ; becaufe, 
through the liberality of the age, and the occafi- 
ohs of life, there is much more free and unre-* 
ilrained intercourfe, than there probably was, in 
the firft age of the Gofpcl, or than there certainly 
was in that of the old DiflTenters, between men of 
very different principles and charaftcrs. Perfons 
profeffing godlinefs, mingle with the world at 
large j happy is it, if they do not learn its ways. 
It is certain, that from fuch intercourfcs they in- 
fenfibly fall into the language of the world ; for 
they are apt to ufe the name of the gnoft High 
lightly and irreverently -, and they contrail the 
tafte of the world i a tafte for fpltndor and fhow 

in 
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In the mode of living s a tafte for amufements and 
pl(pf^ which difTipates ferious thought, if it do not 
ruin the fortune. This is the natural confequence 
of the partiality we feel for thofe with whom 
we converfe, and of a defire to render our« 
felves agreeable to them. It is to be lamented, 
that, by thefe means, the Chriftian is often loft in 
the man of the World. Such is the effe^ of hu« 
man weaknefs and imperfection ; but the princf* 
pies and hopes of faith ftiould fortify us againft 
the fnare. 

Let the fiitiplicity of your manners, Chriftian^, 
be untainted by the vices of the age. Let your 
fublime faith lay a foundation for the pradice of 
every manly and ufeful virtue. Let your high 
and heavenly defti nation, as the fons of God, and 
as advocates for piety in the world, render you 
fuperior to levity and diflipation. Let the mem- 
bers of Chriftian Societies be mindful of the pe- 
culiar and facred character the^fupport: whatfo* 
ever things will communicate a dignity, whatib- 
ever things will add a glory to it, let them think 
on thefe things. 

Upon this conduft, your own comfort, your 
own falvation depends. Motives more intereft- 
ing cannot well be propofed. But the fubjeft, of 
which I treat, holds forth thefe duties in a pecu« 
}m light of importance and weight; namely^- 

D their 
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Atit connexion with the fpread i(nd advancement 
cf the Chriftian caufe. This ia the end of Chrif*- 
tian Societies* The obje£t of your afTociatioh i» 
Crufy benevolent and momentous ; infinitely more 
momentous than are the views that can be pro* 
pofed by anj^ philofophical or civil Societies. 

AU that the mofi: diligent faithful Minifter can^ 
do> will be ineffedtual without your concurrence^ 
If you realty mean, or wi(h to promote the things 
of Chrift, and the falvation of others^ you muft 
^& along with your Minifters -, procuring refpeft 
for iheir mintftrations by your own candid, regu-^ 
ItTj and ferious attendance upon them ; difFufing 
lentiments of piety, l^y your devout fellowlhip in 
the duties of Ghriftian worlhip; encouraging oner 
jknother by mutual affedion and friendfhips and 
difplaying the power of the Gofpel in the pu- 
rity of your lives and Ijcnevolence of your temper. 
Without all this, our labours, our (ludies, and 
preaching muft be^ to a great degree, in vain. 

Your abfence from the houfe and table of the 
Lord weakens and difpirits us. It is an hurtful ex- 
ample ; it looks as if you did not think that there 
was much importance in the things of the king^ 
dom of God } or that they defcrved fo much at- 
tention as formerly Saints, Prophets, and Apoftle* 
bellowed upon them. You cannot hope to draw 
^c attendance of otiliers upon the Minifters whonir 

yo» 
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f ou your&lves frequently forfakc. Dtfcords apil 
animofuies muft be fubverfive of all yow intereftf 
^s a CI^'ifti^B Church. And viciow indulgent 
iCi€6j injuAice in yoor dealifigs^ irregialarity of 
manners, fenfuality and covecoufiiefs will bring 
your profeffion of religion into di£:redic» will fijC 
il ftignna gf reproach on the Chriftia^ Society jcp 
«rhich you belongs will g^ve a fac^l wou^d to %h^ 
jcauie o( truth, and will /expofe piety kielf to bie 
coflfidered as ba& bypocrify or ijrfckft iCcreoMay* 

As wf;/, formed for the knowledge and worfhip 
of God our Maker i as Chy^ns^ Lyii^ under a 
x:omnK>n obligation to provoke one aoother tp 
Jove and gx>od works, it becometJii yf^n tp adppJC- 
thofe meafures of religious edification aod pioup 
^eal, that have been now recQcnmieiiided, 3ut 
there is amother charaifter, under whick yoy 
^re this day addrefTed, that giyetb thefe coofidec^r* 
tions additional weight;— U is tbiK of Fi^O« 

7ESTAN7 Di$S£I^T£B.S. 

» 

If the name can, with propriety and reafon, be 
fkppUcd to you, your appearance in the caufe of 
religion proceedcth ffom convi&ion ; youjrprofef- 
Apn of piety is not the eflPeft of national cufltona, 
but of ferrous judicious fboicCf Your aim, befidcs 
that of prcferving the fpirit of piety in your own 
hearts^ or the caiife of religion in .tlie .world, \% to 
'Hand faft in the liberty, iMberewiHh Qhx'iSt hach 
m^de you free^ and to recover phrKi^iaitity ftom 
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tjic grofs corruptions*, that have difguifcd and, 
enervated it, to its original purity and fimplicity. 
You have a particular and marked chara6ter, which 
attracts the notice and obfervation of the world. 
Your Minifters are thofe of your own eleftion, 
and to whom you voluntarily pledge your fupport 
and friendlhip. They muft appear to you in 
a truly refpeftable light j as men, who, for the 
fake of truth, free enquiry, and a good confcience, 
€xpole themfelves to many inconveniencies, and 
forego the einolunnents of an eft abli flymen t^ 

Thefe views of your fituation point out the pe- 
culiar obligations to harmony, to purity of life, to 
regularity and fervor of devotion, under which you 
lie, Thefe circumftances evidently demand pecu- 
liar attention, union, and ardor. Follow thecourfe 
that has ngw been laid down j you will encourage 
your Minifters, who need all the encouragement 
and friendfhip you can afford them : you will 
make a diflent appear honourable in the eyes of 
the world: and ypu will greatly contribute to 
advance pradical piety and religious truch^ 
Thefe are things, for which it is worth while tq 
facrifice muchj an4 to exert ourfclves yigoroufly, 

Permi; 

« 

* The reader, wko would trace out the corraptions of 

'chriftianity, will do well to read the learned and valuable 

work of Qr. PRiE87LEr,on this fubjed; which will, ^yits 

intriniic merit, rife faperior to ;!|ie ungenerous attacks th^t 

have been made upon iu 
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1?crmit me to hint here, that neither can rati- 
onal, pradtical piety be promoted, nor religious 
truth be advanced, unlefs you keep your minds 
open to inftruftion and convi£tion ; unlefs you 
allow, and even invite your Minifters to lay 
before yoii, freely, the refult of their religious 
ftudies, and ferious, impartial enquiries. From 
the offence that many take, at the freedom with 
which their Minifters deliver their fencimcnts on 
virtue and truth, one would think, that they 
defire to be foftered in their prejudices, and fup-^ 
ported in their vices ; to be kept in ignorance and 
error. Such Chriftians think, that they have 
ialready attained to the utinoft correftnefs of fen^- 
timent, and are already perfedl. But this opinion « 
of themfelves is not the effed of modefty^ nor the 
di&ate of wifdom. To wave, however, this to<«- 
pic, and to bring; all that bath been f9id to one 
point. 

Jf there be any particular clrcumftance, or 
pccafion^ from which thefe confiderations ' cao 
derive more force than they pofFcfs in themfelves, 
it is from the fervices of this day. Allow me to 
appeal to you, my friends, who conftantly aflTem- 
ble here : allow me to refer it to your ferious 
judgment and confcience, whether thcfe fervices 
do not convey and inculcate fuch fentiments. By 
the tranfadions of this day taking place at you^ 
defire, do you not exprefs your fervent, devout 
willies, th^t henceforth» a peculiar and f^cred 

connexioo 
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iCiMinexion may fubfift between you and your 
Minifter i On the fide of your Minifter, the pur* 
pofei which he avowetb^ and the prayers ofiered 
up on his behalf, have a reference to bis future 
exertions in the caufepf truth and religion. Hath 
not your concurrence in tbefe fervices a like re- 
£ereQce to yottr future endeavours in the fame 
caufe? Doth not the ordinaticnof 2l Minifter to any 
particular body of Chriftians,ihe w^ that t hofe Chrif* 
f ians are united togeti^er in the profecution of fome 
great defign, in which they wiih him to help 
and prefide ? Doth it not ifaow^ that this defign 
lieth near to their hearts i Doth k not point out 
chetr future duty ? Nay i doth it not> in a fenfe, 
i>ind their confi^iences, to keep united together 
upon this plan-^to zGt with zesd and fervor— 19 
bt fX peace. among themfelves«-!Pand to favour, 
f Bift, and advance the labours of their Minifter 
amongft them ; labours^ which are defigned, not 
only for their own benefit and falvation^ but to 
tranfmit the knowledge and power of the Qofpel 
to the |*i(ing generation^ and to fpread the favoujr 
pf it around them. 

Carry not thefe appeals convidion to your 
liearts ? Is it not the fixed purpofe of your mindS| 
to fulfil all tl^efe duties> which as friends to reli^ 
gion, and as friends to your Minifter, you owe tq 
pne another; which you owe to the common 
paufe of that dryiiie fi^ith yoq are mutually bound 
\o fupport f 

Put, 
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But, I ought to check myfclf^ coDJ^rmg be- 
fore whom I fpcak i before a congregation^ whoie 
kindj refpeftful^ and gefterpus behaviour to their 
late worthy Minifter, t;he excellent Mr. Wa- 
TERs* i whofc general charaftcr hath gitren a con« 
vincing proofs that the fentiments, now inculca* 
ted, are felt by them^ and have over them their 
genuine influence. Let the ufefulnefs of ftirrin^ 

tip 

^ Mr. George Wtf««rs« wa« tbe fim of tke Re?. Mr, W*- 
lers; a worth/ and learned Diflcnting Minifter, fettled foinc 
lime at Falmoadiy in Cemwally and then at Afiiburton, in 
Devonfliirey where he died. He was the author of a Cri- 
tique on Phil. iii. 7-21. in the Theological Repofitory, t. 2. 
p. 83 :— -and of a New Verilon and Paraphrafe of the ijQtk 
Ffalm, in the 3d volume of that work* ^*%^\% &c. His ion 
iFeceived his Academical learning fitft under Dr. Jennings 
and Dr. Savage ; and on the death of the former, in the year 
17629 under the latter gentleman, in conj^nnflion with Dr. 
Kippis and Dr. Rees. In the year 1766, he left th^ Aca^* 
demy, and foon after fettled at Bridpoxty where be was or^ 
dained 17th Auguft, 1769, with the Rev. Wm. Youatt» fet^ 
tied at Dulve^ton, in Somerfetihire, fince dead. Mr. Waters 
was a pattern of lingular induftry in his preparations ibr thc^ 
pulpit, of great prudence and decorum of ehara^r, of difr 
finguiflied modefty,: humility, and piety. He died in the 
fall of 1787. For feveral years preceding his death, he was 
Merely aBUded with a fcorbutic rheumatifm, which fre- 
quently incapacitated him for his public fervices, and wholly 
for afcending the pttlpit s fo that he was obliged to g^ 
through all the duties of the Lord's day fitting, and in a 
]^w. This painful difpenfation of Providence gave him as 
opportunity of difplaying an exemplary fortitude and t^^^ 
flatiott ; and the congregation he ferved, an opportunity of * - 
ihewing their kindnefs and attention. 



up your pure minds, by way of remcflfibranoe, h* 
my apology for bringing thefc fentiments into 4 
review at prcfent. 

To conclude, let us all be prevailed on to take 
thefe things into very ferious conHderation^ Be 
exhorted to hold faft the profeflfion of your faith 
without wavering ; be united together in the 
bonds of affedion and peace ; be pure and exem- 
plary in your manners ; confider one another 
4o provoke to love and good works ; ** not for* 
faking the aflcmbling of yourfelves together, 
as the manner of fome is ;•* but, ** exhorting,** 
cn90uraging and ftrcngthcning one another; *'fo 
much the more as you fee the day approaching;'* 
that great and folemn day- which the pro* 
grefs of our years rapidly brings on, when Jefus, 
our matter and friend, whofe we are, and whom we 
ierye^ (hall be revealed again from Heaven, to ap« 

frove and reward every a£t of piety, and every la- 
our of love, for his name. 

As fervants, who wait for their Lord's coming, 
be diligent, that "you may be found of him, 
without fpot, and blamelefs ;** aSive for his ho-- 
nour, and faithful to his caufe. Joyful and 
TRIUMPHANT will be the meeting of genuine, 
zealous, faithful Difciples, with their refpeded, 
beloved, approving Master, whofe reward is 
with him. Amen, **Evcn fo, come Lord 
Jcfus/' Amen, 



T^TaTrr???!?? 



THE PfiRPATUITY OF THB CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 



s E R M o n; er. 



iria^artiBaMffMHI^HlB^I^HmiBHHMB^iaMK^MMMiA^a 



MATTHEW XVI. ■ 18. Latter Tart. 

\ 

4 

4iii / /^> alfQ unt^ fb^^y thai thsH art P<f/«r, mi 
Mpm ibisrgtk I will build my Cbiffsby — and 

' TSS GATIS OFHEIUL SHA^I. NOT PRIVAiL* 
AaAINST ITrf 

* r 
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THE beif^g and profp^rhy of the Chriftian 
Church mud be important and defirablc 
objefis in the cftinnation of all, who have any 
concern for the prcfent or eternal in'tercfts of 
mankind. If this declines, religion and virtue, 
fo effential to the welfare of individuals and of 
public communities, will languirti and decay of 
courfe, lofc their credrt and influence, and give' 
way to licentio^fnefs of principle and profligacy 

B of 
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of manners. The Chriftian Church, from the 
time of its firft cftabliflimcnt, has been the great 
bulwark and fupport of true piety and goodnefs. 
To this we have been more indebted than we arc 
always ready to apprehend or own, for our fccu-r 
rity and welfare in every private capacity, and 
in every focial conneftion and relation. Whence 
have we derived our religious knowledge, liberty 
and peace ? What has rcilrained the impetuofi- 
ty and violenceof felfifli and malignant palBons ? 
what has enforced the important obligations of 
mutual juftice and benevolence? what has con- 
tributed to render men peaceable and ufefui 
members of the community to which they belong? 
To what are we to afcribc the decorum and or- 
der that fubfifl: in the feveral ranks and fubordi- 
nations of fociety, and the influence of educa- 
tion, example, authority and law, with which 
our fafety and.happinefs are infeparably conne6t«> 
cd ? To what do we owe thofe confolations and 
hopes, that adapt themfelves to every ftage and 
condition of human life, and that are our beft 
fupport under the viciffitudes of time, and in the 
profpcdt of eternity ? — The principles and fanc- 
tions of the Gofpel, perpetuated in the Chriftian 
Church, and in a confiderable degree inform- 
ing the judgment, and influencing the temper 
and conduil : tbefe may be juftly reckoned among 
the chief fources of the invaluable benefits wc 
enjoy, both as individuals and as members of 

fociety. 



[ ^ 3 

fociety. Should it be faid, that ignorance and 
fuperftition, fraud and violence, impiety and 
vice, have prevailed even in the Chriftian world j 
and that the light of the Gofpcl has been obfcured, 
and its efficacy reftraincd by the prejudices and 
paflions of its votaries : we readily allow it, and 
have great reafon to lannent, that the adtual in- 
fluence of Chriftianity has not correfponded to 
its excellent and benign nature and tendency. 
However, although it has not produced /?//thofe 
good ^fFcds, and to that degree, which we might 
expeft or wifh, has it had no influence at all ? 
Have we no reafon to imagine, that the world 
would have been in a worfe fl:ate of ignorance 
and moral depravity, without the difcoveries and 
faniStibns of the Gofpel ? If there had been no 
extraordinary revelation, and men had been left 
to the unafllfl:ed ufe of their natural faculties j 
how flow and joylefs muft: have been their pro- 
grefs in inveftigating either the rule of their duty, 
or fufficient motives to the praftice of it! D6 
we not find, in faft, that errors and fuperftitionis 
of the moft unwarrantable kind, maintain their 
being and influence in thofe countries, where the 
liglit of the Gofpel has not yet penejratcd ? And 
if human nature continues fo depraved, and thfc 
paHions of men are fo ungovernable, notwith- 
Handing all the principles and rcftraints of Chrif- 
tianity ; what, may we not fairly conclude, would 

1^ 2 have 



[ 4 3 
have been the ftate of the world in general, with* 
cue chc knowledge and the advantages it affords? 

Compare the conduft of men with the rule by 
which they ought to walk, and it appears very 
irregular and faulty : but if they had no rule at 
allj or if there were no fanftions to enforce i^ 
they mud be much more depraved and profli« 
gate. Human authority and temporal penalties 
muft have had a very limited and partial opera* 
Cion. 

The perpeUdfy of the Chriftian Church is, there- 
forje, an incftimable blefilng. The character and 
influence of thofe, who are its finccrc fnembcrs, 
jhave an excellent tendency to difcountenance and 
reftrain profanenefs and vice, and to promote 
the prafticc of univerfal virtue and goodneis. 
in this view they are the excellent of the earth i 
they preferve the exiftence and privileges of the 
4:ommunity to which they belong: and they fur- 
nifli the moft powerful reftraints and nnotivcs to 
corrcft the degeneracy, and to advance the holi- 
^efs anfd felicity of mankind* How inaportant 
land valuable is the promife of the text, whidi 
^nfutes the duration of the Chriftian Church to 
the end of time 1 ^he gaits of bell Jhall mt pr4^ 
taU a^^rn^ it. 
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.. TheGreek word, which iy herci «t)d -ui other 
placed, tranflated i^/^ ftri^iy deaptcs the im^k 
world i and by the gates of bell we may upderftand 
the chtrance or paffagc into the unfeen and future 
A&ce. .This is the fetofein which the fftme ex- 
pnrlEoi) is ufed by the Greel^ wricefs ; and if the 
prefent were a proper occafioo^ we aiighc alledge 
a great number of authorities to this purpofe ^. 
The gates of ^^ or the inviiible ftate> is an e^g- 
prefBon very familiar wixh the ancient writers^ 
both facred and ixrofanej aad iniport the fame 
with the gates of death and of ^c grave The 
words, thus explained, fupply us with a very im- 
portant and vqmprehciifive doftriae. The Church 
of Chrift i9:a{ids on a|n imoioveable foundatioii. 
Death, with all its apparent triumphs and Horrors^ 
cannot prevail againft it. One generation of 
Chriftians fhali arife after another to fuppiy ita 
vacancies, and to perpetuate its exiftence ^d its 
glory. Although the paflage into an unfeen world 
ts much frequented ; though it is attended with 
terrors that may lead the mod eAablifhedChriillaM 
Dccafionally to do«ibt an4 tremble ; thoii^ the 
dominkxn of death ii^cms to be unlimioed and 
perpetisal : yet the Church of the Redeemer (hall 
xemain and Bouri(fa through fucccffive ages of 
frail and mortal mep y and aU tiiofej who are its ' 
{^uiDC weknber^^ &all.. be refcued from the 

QMnfiont 

* See Whitby and Doddridge in loc. 
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^ooanexton May fubfift betweea you and ^our 
Mimftcr i On the fide of your Minifter, the pur- 
pofes which he avowetb, and the prayers ofiered 
lip on his behalf, have a reference to bis future 
exertions in the caufepf truth and religion. Hath 
aot your tx>ncurren£e in tbefe fervicea a like re-^ 
ftreqce to yottr future eodeavours in the fame 
Caufe? Doth not the ordinutiono£ ?l Minifter to any 
particular body of Chriftians,(he w, that thofeChrif- 
thtos are united togetiier in the profecucion of fonie 
great delign> in which they wiih him to help 
aod prefide ? Doth it not ifaow^ that this defign 
lieth near to their hearts I Dpth k not point ouc 
fhetr future duty? Nay ; doth it fiot^ in a fenfci 
i>ind their conf^ienjpes, to keep united together 
upon this plan*~tO zSt with zeal and fcrror — 19 
i^ ]it peace. among themfe}ves--rand to ^vour, 
f fiift, and advarnce the labours of their Miniilcr 
amoDgfl: them ; labours^ which are defigned, nojt 
ipnly for thjpir own benefit and falvation^ but to 
tranfmit the knowledge and power of the Qofpel 
|Eo the I'idng generation^ and to ipread the favoujr 
pf it around them. 

Carry not thefe appeals convi&ion to your 
liearts ? Is it not the fixed purpofe of your minds^ 
to fulfil all tl)efe duties> which as friends to reli« 
gion, and as friends to your Minifter, you owe tq 
pne another; which you owe to the common 
paufe of that diyiiie fi^ith yo^ are mutually boun4 
|o fuppprt f 

Put, 
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BuC, I ought to check myfclf, coo&ieriAg bet* 
fore whom I fpeak i before a cbngregationi whoie 
kind, rcfpcftful^ and geficrpus behaviour to their 
late worthy Minifter, the excellent Mr. Wa- 
ters* ; whofe general charader hath grren a con« 
vincing proof, that the fentiments, now inculca* 
ted, are felt by them, and have over fbem their 
genuine influence. Let the ufeftilnefs of ftirrin^ 

up 

^ Mr. George tVtfl«rs« wat the fon of the Rer. Mr. W*- 
ttrai a worthy and learntd DiiTcnting Minifter, fettled fone 
time at FalmooUi» in Comwall^ aad then at Afiibarton, in 
I)evon(hire» where he died. He was the author of a Cri« 
tique on Phil. iii. 7-21. in the Theological Repofitory, t. 2« 
p, 83 : — and of a New Verfion and Paraphraib of the 139th 
Pfalm» in the 3d volwae of that work* p^zgi, &c. His fon 
irecehred his Academical learning firft ondcr Dr. Jennings 
and Dr. Savage; and on the death of the former, in the year 
17629 under the latter gentleman, in con/an6lion with Dr. 
Kippis and Dr. Rees. In the year 1766, he left th^ Aca» 
demy, and foon after fettled at Bridport^ where he was or^ 
dained 17th Auguft, 1769, with the Rev. Wm. Yoaatt^ fel* 
tied at Dulveifton, in Somerfetihire, fince dead. Mr. Watert 
was a pattern of fingnlar indnllry in hia preparatiosis for th^ 
pulpit, of great prudence and decorum of eharader, of difr 
tinguiflied modefty,; humility, and piety. He died in the 
fall of 1787. For feveral years preceding his death, he was 
feverely afiided with a fcorbutic rheumatifm, which fre* 
^uently incapacitated him for his ptiblic fervices, and wholly 
for afcending the pulpit } fo that he was obliged to ge 
through all the duties of the Lord's day fitting, and in a 
pew. This painful difpenfation of Providence gave J^im aa 
opportunity of difplaying an exemplary fortitude and rcGg^ 
nation; Sind the congregaHot$ he ferved, an opportunity of v 
ihcwing their kindnefs and attention. 
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up your pure minds^ by way of rcittcftibranai be 
my apology for bringing theft fenciments into i 
review at prefent. 

To conclude^ let us all be prevailed on to take 
thefe things into very ferious confideration* Be 
exhorted to hold faft the profeflfion of your faith 
without wavering i be united together in the 
bonds of affection and peace ; be pure and exem- 
plary in your manners; confider one another 
to provoke to love and good works ; ^* not for- 
faking the aflembling of yourfclves together, 
as the manner of fome is s** but, *• exhorting," 
encouraging and ftrengthening one another; *'fo 
much the more as you fee the day approaching;'* 
that great and folemn day- which the pro<- 
grefs of our years rapidly brings on, when Jefus, 
our m after and friend, whofe we are, and whom we 
fcrye, (hall be revealed again from Heaven, to ap- 
prove and reward every a£t of piety, and every la- 
bour of love, for his name. 

As fervants, who wait for their Lord's coming, 
be diligent, that ^< you may be found of him, 
without fpot, and blamelefs ;'* a&ive for his ho-^ 
nour, and faithful to his caufe. Joyful and 
TRIUMPHANT will be the meeting of genuine^ 
zealous, faithful Difciples, with their refpeded^ 
beloved, approving Master, whofe reward is 
with him. Amen. ^Even fo^ come Lord 
Jcfus.*' Amen» 






THE PEHPATUITY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 
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MATTHEW ISyVi^i Latter Tart. 

jMd I /ay alfa mpa fh^e^ ibad thoH art Petcr^i (ml 
itpon ibis reck I will huild my Churchy — and 

< TflE GATES OFHEIrL SHA^(. NQT PRE^AiL' 
AaAINST ITrf 

I 

* I 

THE bcifjg and profpcnty of'thc Chriftian 
-Church muft be important and defirable 
objefis in the cftinnation of all, who have any 
concern for the prcfcnt or eternal inlerefts of 
mankind. If this declines, religion and v^irtue, 
fo effencial to the welfare of individuals and of 
public conrimunities, will languirti and decay of 
courfe, lofe their cred'rt and influence, and give' 
way to licentioiifnefs of principk and profligacy 
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of manners. The Chriftian Church, from the 
time of its firft eftabliihment^ has been the great 
bulwark and fupport of true piety and goodnefs. 
To this we have been more indebted than we are 
always ready to apprehend or own, for our fecu-» 
rity and welfare in every private capacity, and 
in every focial connexion and relation. Whence 
have we derived our religious knowledge, liberty 
and peace ? What has rc/lrained the impctuoli- 
ty and violenceof felfifli and malignant pallions ? 
what has enforced the important obligations of 
mutual jufticcand benevolence? what has con- 
tributed to render men peaceable and ufefui 
members of the community to which they belong? 
To what are we to afcribc the decorum and or- 
der that fubfifl in the feveral ranks and fubordi- 
nations of fociety, and the influence of educa- 
tion, example, authority and law, with which 
our fafety and happinefs are infeparably conneft** 
ed ? To what do we owe thofe confolations and 
hopes, that adapt themfelves to every ftage and 
condition of human life, and that are our beft 
fupport under the vicii&tudes of time, and in the 
profpcft of eternity ? — The principles and fanc- 
tions of the Gofpel, perpetuated in the Chriftian 
Church, and in a confidcrable degree inform- 
ing the judgment, and influencing the temper 
and condu6l : tbefe may be juftly reckoned among 
the chief fources of the invaluable benefits wc 
enjoy, both as individuals and as members of 

fociety. 
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focictjr. Should it be faid, that ignorance and 
fuperftition, fraud and violence, impiety and 
vice, have prevailed even in the Chriftian world ; 
and that the light of the Gofpcl has been obfcurcd, 
and its efficacy rcftraincd by the prejudices and 
paffions of its votaries : we readily allow it, and 
have great reafon to lament, that the adtual in- 
fluence of Chriftianity has not correfpondcd to 
its excellent and benign nature and tendency. 
However, although it has not produced /^//thofe 
good ^fFcds, and to that degree, which we might 
expedfc or wilh, has it had no influence at all ? 
Have we no reafon to imagine, that the world 
would have been in a worfe (late of ignorance 
and moral depravity, without the difcoveries and 
fanftions of the Gofpel ? If there had been no 
extraordinary revelation, and men had been left 
to the unaffifted ufe of their natural faculties i 
how flow and joylefs mufl: have been their pro- 
grefs in inveftigating either the rule of their duty, 
or fufficient motives to the praftice of it! D6 
we not find, in faft, that errors and fuperftitions 
of the moft unwarrantable kind, maintain their 
being and influence in thofe countries, where the 
light of the Gofpel has not yet pcnefrated ? And 
if human nature continues fo depraved, and tht 
pailions of men are fo ungovernable, notwith- 
Handing all the principles and rcftraints of Chrif- 
p^qity ; what^ may we not fairly conclude, would 
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have been the ftate of the world in general^ wkh«* 
out the knowledge and the advantages it affords? 

r Compare the condud of men with the rule by 

which they ought to walk, and it appears very 
irregular and faulty : but if they had no rule at 
all, or if there were no fandtions to enforce it;, 
they mud be much more di^praved and profli^ 
gate. Human authority and temporal penalties 
muft have had a very limited and partial opera* 
Cion. 

The perpeiidty of the Chriftian Church is, there- 
forjc, an ineflimable blelBng. The charafter and 
influence of thofe, who arc its fincere members, 
Jbave an excellent tendency to difcoun<enance and 
reftrain profanenefs and vice, and to promote 
the prafticc of univerfal virtue and goodnefs. 
In this view they are the excellent of the earth s 
they prefcrve the exiftence and privileges of the 
^rommunity to which they belong: and they fur* 
nifh the moft powerful reftraints and nnotives to 
cont& the degeneracy, and to advance the hoii- 
iiefs aiYd felicity of mankind. Plow important 
and valuable ik the promife of the text, whidh 
•cnfures the duration of the Chriftian Church to 
the end of time I ^be gatts of bell Jhall w/ ^^ 

The 
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.. The Greek word, vJikh is J>ere: Md -ia ocber 
plac^, tranflaced Jbell^ &x\6dy deaotcs the invifibk 
world I and by the gates of bell wc may underftand 
the entrance or paflage into the unfeen and future 
AB£e« This is the febie;in^whkh the fiimecx- 
pncllion is xifed by the Greel^ waiters ; and if the 
prefent were a proper occafiOQ^ we mighc alledge 
a great number of authorities to this purpofe *. 
The gates of ad^ or the inviliUe ftate^ is an es^* 
prefljon very faaiiUar with the ancient writers^ 
both facred and jirofanCj and iniport the fame 
with the gates of death and of the grave The 
words, thus explained, fupply us with a very im- 
portant andcomprehenfive do&riae. The Church 
of Chrift ila^ids on an immoveable foundatioii. 
Death, with all its apparent triumphs and horrors, 
cannot prevail againft it. One generation of 
Chrifiians ihali arife after another to fuppiy ita 
vacancies, and to perpetuate its exiftence a^d \u 
glory. Although the paflage into an unften world 
ts much frequented ; though it is attended with 
terrors that may lead theaioft eAablifbedChriftiaiM 
occafionally to doubt and, tr^emble ; though the 
domink)n of death icems to be vnlimioed and 
perpetual : yet the Church of the Redeemer (hall 
x^main and ^flouri(h through ibcceflive ages of 
)&ail. and mortal mea i aiod aU thofe, who arc its 
^^eauiix fQcmber^^ ihaJl. be refcued from the 

aiafnfk>nf 
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tnanfions of the grave, and be glorified with their 
rifen and exalted Saviour in the day of his 
triumph. 

a 

Having thus explained what feems to be the 
precifc and proper meaning of our Lord's de- 
claration, we may obferve 

L That the promife, thus underftood, conveyed 
very fcafonable relief to the apprehenfions 
and fears of the apoftles in the view of their 
Matter's crucifixion and death. 



This was a very fuitable introduAion to the 
difcovery which he was foon to make of his 
approaching end. For we read, that from this 
time, Je[us began to Jhew unto his difcipks how 
that he muft go unto Jertifalemy andjuffer matry things 
of the elders f and chief priejisy and Scribes y and be 
kiiledy and be raifed again the third day. And 
we find, that this afFcdting difcovery alarmed 
the fears of the apoftlcsj armed as they were 
againft it by the promife which our Lord had 
juft delivered : for Peter tookhimy and began to re^ 
buke himy fayingy be it far from thee. Lord i this 
Jhall not be unto thee. They were ready to appre- 
hend, that the death of Chrift would defeat all 
their hopes and expe6lations ; and that his king* 
dom would terminate with his life. A crucified 
Redeemer could be no longer the objeA of their 

trufts 
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truft; and all their flatteriog pfofpcfl'i^ would 
meet a fatal dtfappointmenc at the crofs and 
grave of their Prince and Saviour. What would 
ieconie of them and pf their caufe, when he, who 
was the life and foul- of itj fliared the fate of an 
impoftor ? How urvcqual were they to the ar-* 
duous talk of reclaiming and reforming the world, 
without the prefence and jconcvrrcnce of their 
divine Prophet and Matter ? Would they be able 
to fupport or propagate the credit of a religion, 
whofe founder endured a cruel and ignominious 
death; and againft which t;he prejudices and 
powers of the world were united in a formidable 
confederacy ? The yiew of this event, apparently 
fo injurious to their, honour and influence, would 
difpirit and confound them j and they :W0uki in- 
cline to give up all fof loft, when they were be- 
reaved of their Lord and Matter. The laft fccnc 
of his life would lead them to imagine, that 'all 
his promifes were ddufions, and that the congre- 
gati6n of his apoftles and difciplcs muff be left 
to (hare the fate of their prince and leader. 

In order to fortify them againft thefc conclu- 
fiorts, and to infpire them with refolution and 
courage in the view of his fufFerings and death, 
he affures them, that his church w^s, founded on 
a rock, and that the gates of the invifible world—* 
that death itftlf fliould not prevail: againft it/ 
His own death, however threatening and difcou- 

raging 
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f aging it might appear, wovld not be the rmiv 
o( bis em^e noir of l^m hopes. Thejr would-^iban 
find, that he had pctmer ia lay down his life, and & 
iah it Again * ^-^that death and the grave we^ 
fubjeA to his co'ntroul, and coutd detain him 
only during pleafupei Hence they would be able 
to infer, that events which might at firft vie# 
feem unfavourable to their credit and intercft, 
iKOuld in the iffuC' conduce to their reputation 
and fuccefs. 

II. The declaration of the text was not onJy a re^ 
lief to the- Apoftks, and firft difciplcs in the 
view of their Lord^s death 5 but an exccllcat 
and powerful incentive to their pcrfeveranccy 
whatever might be the dangers and trials to 
which they themjehes would b^ obnoxrous. 

It is as if our Lord had faid : ♦* the being and 
profperity of my Church and intereft do not de- 
pend on human fkill and power. You, indeed^ 
are honoured as inftrumencs of preaching and 
propagating my religion in the world. The fer- 
yice in which you are engaged is arduous and 
trying. You will meet with many. difficulties 
and difcouragements— Your enemies may purfuc 
you with unrelenting malignityi and conftrain. 
you to feal the truth of your tcftimony with your 
blood. In fttch circumilances, you may tremble 

for 

• John X. i8. 
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for yourfclvcs ; aod tremble to a greater degree 
for the welfare of thofe, with whofe inftruftion 
and falvation you are intruded. — But be not 
afraid : as you may be aflured of an ample recom- 
pencc for yourfelves; you may lafcly truft the 
cau(e in which you are embarked to the wifdom 
and power of its founder. Though you are re* 
' moved from a fccne of ufeful labour by an 

untimely deaths God will raife up a fuccef- 
fion of thofe, who fhall take up and profe* 
cute your charge, and enlarge the boundaries 
of his Church. When you fee one another ap- 
\k prehendcd and condemned, be not difcouraged 

or difmaycd. When your courfe of fcrvice is 
ended, do not imagine, that your labour is loft ; 
or that it fhall lofe its reward ; or that God will 
fail to fend forth faithful labourers into His har- 
veft. Your fufFerings and death, inftcad of ob* 
ftrufting the progrefs of my religion, will con- 
tribute to promote it. Your blood will be the 
feed of my Church : it will conduce to its ho- 
nour, to the increafc of its members, and to the 
\ confirmation of thofe who already believe. So 

I far from involving it in any difgrace or danger i 

[ your death will eftablifh its foundation, lay it 

open to more general view and examination, ex- 
cite a fpirit of emulation in thofe who fuccecd 
K you, and be produdtive of benefits, more general 

\ and much more durable than your continued life. 

By dying at the call of God, and in attcftation 

C to 
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to the truth of his doftrine, you will convince 
the unbelieving, that the principles from which 
you aft are excellent and important; and by il- 
luftrating their power in that trying fcafon, you 
will teach others how to die, and whence to de- 
rive the choiceft fupports in the agonies of death. 
You will render the paflage into an unfeen ftate 
more eafy and familiar, and difperfe thofe hor- 
rors, which diftrefs the believing and upright in 
their laft moments.'* 

To this efFeft was our Lord's inftruftion to his 
apoftles by the declaration of the text; the gates 
of the inviJiM^ world Jball not prevail againji my 
Church. So far from prevaibng againft it, they 
(hall ferve to increafe its luftre, to perpetuate its 
being, and to enlarge its fpread and influence* 

III, The words of the text more generally imply, 
that ' the Chriftian Church (hall fubfift and 

II . 

prevail through fucceeding ages, notwith* 
ftanding the encroachments and depreda- 
tions of death. 

As Chriftians of one age have funk into their 
graves, a Dew harveft has fprung up in the next. 
One generation pajfeth away and another cometh * j 
and inftead of the fathers the children arife to be 
accounted to the Lord for a generation f . Though 

numbers 

• Ecclef. i. 4. t Pfal^i^xxii. 30. 
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numbers are coivtinually pafllng through the 
gates of death J though the lights and ornaments 
of the church and world are removed ; and ^vtx"^ 
Chriftian fociety is occafionally bereaved of thofe 
who have contributed to its luftrc and fupport J 
the wifdom and grace of the Redeeoier have or- 
dained a fucceflion of fuch as (hall rife up and 
call him bleffcd. Death, indeed, on the one 
hand, and religious indifference on the other, lay 
wade fome of the richeft plantations in the garden 
pf our God. If we judge of the number of real 
Chriftians by that of outward profeflbrs, have we 
not reafon to lament their very vilible decreafc ?. 
How rtiany vacant feats will every place of wor-, 
fhip exhibit, once ftatedly and honourably occu- 
pied by the anceftors of thofe, who have for Jaken 
the houfe and worlhip of God! Death makes, 
breaches upon us, which are not foon nor eafily 
repaired i and that difregard to public ordinances, 
which is the difgrace of the prefent day, renders 
the depredations of death a fubjeft of juft and 
bitter lamentation. The triumphs of death, more 
fenfibly felt, and more diftinftly obferved, by 
reafon of the languor and indiffereace of modern 
chnftians, prefent a very gloomy and difcourag- 
ing profpeft : and fome may be ready to exclaim, 
with a mixture of regret and defpondency, (hall 
the gates of .the invifible world eventually pre- 
vail againft the Church of the Redeemer ? Will 
the ravages of death and the declining (late of 
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religTon end in its total extin£lion and ruin? 
Shall nc, or any of our poftcrity, furvivc the 
cxiftcncc of the Chriftian Church ? and (hall any 
future generations in this diftinguiflied land be 
ever reduced to the wretched ftate of thofc coun- 
tries, where the Church of God was firft planted ? 

Whilft> I am perfuaded, it will be our united 
prayer and endeavour to prevent a calamity fb 
dreadful, we may be afiured^ that whatever may 
be the ftate of one or another nation, in this re- 
fpeft, the Church of Chrifl: will continue to the 
end of time. The gates of death Jhall not prevail 
againji it. It will be fubjedl: to viciflitudes and 
declenfions; but it will never be utterly loft and 
fail* We may rely on the truth and faithfulnefs 
of its great Lord and guardian. He hath pro- 
mifed to preferve and uphold it ; and his power 
and grace are equal to his purpofe. We have 
rcafon to believe, that it will yet revive and 
flourilhi that the unbelieving Jew, and unen- 
lightened Gentile of every nation, will be admit- 
ted into its facred inclofures ^ and that the name 
of the Redeemer (hall be kn«wn and magnified 
through the whole habitable world. 

JV. The declaration of the text implies, that the 
dominion of death over thofe members of 
the Chriftian Church, who are or may be 
removed into its invifible territories, is ut* 

• terly 
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tcrly abolilhcd; and that they (hall (hare 
the triumphs and, glpi^i^ ^( t^cir rifen and 
exalted Redeemer \ 

By the Church of ChrllV we may underftand 

the whole affcmbly of thofc who are his true dif- 

ciples^ however they may be diftinguifhed by 

climate, religious opinion, mode of profcfTion or 

outward condition. With rcfpeft to» fuch it ia 

vnqueftionably true, that the gate^ of the unfem 

world Jball not prevail againji them. Our Lord Jcfu4 

has, by his own death and fubfequent refurrediony 

dejiroyed him that bad the power of death f. Ih 

bath the keys of the unfeen Jiate and of death %. He 

will open the doors of their prifbn and relieve the 

captives. Life and immortality are the fubje&s 

of his doArine and the fruits of his mediation. 

411 that ari in th^ graves fhall hear his voice and fhall 

ipme forth \ they that have done good to th^ rejurrec^ 

tion of life §• He will come to be glorified in his faints^ 

4md admired in all ^bpn that believe |. To human 

view and apprehen(ion death is the end of our being 

and enjoyment. The eye of fenfe cannot purfue 

^e departed fpirit into the manlions of the dead« 

But faith fupplies us with organs of perception^ 

that c^n penetrate through the veil, and unfolds 

to our mental eye the glorious fceiies and prof*- 

jpefls of immortality. This informs us, that 

death, 

• Crotius iR loc. t Hcl*' "• H» X Rev. i. 18, 

5 ]ohn V. 2S^ 29. 11 2 Their, i. lo. 
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death, under the difpcnfation of the Redeemer, 
infers no interruption of our cxiftpnce. It only 
produces a change in the manner and conneftions 
of our being, and in the nature of our excrcife$ 
and enjoyments. This informs us, that the pe- 
riod approaches, in which the dead ihali be raifed j 
and teaches us to look for the Saviour^ the Lord Jefus 
Chrijl^ who Jhall change the body of, our humiliation^ 
that it may be fajhioned like unto his glorious body^ 
according to the working whereby he is able tofubdue 
all things to himjelf*. Faith direfts our views and 
profpefts to a feafon of retribution, when death'^ 
the laft enemy ^ Jhall be dejiroyed f j and the faints of 
God (hall be convened to the tribunal of their 
Judge, and receive the blifsful fentence from his 
lips, Come ye blejfed of my Father^ inherit the king'- 
dom prepared for you from tbe foundation of the 
worldX'^ Then Ihall wc perceive, admire, and 
applaud the literal and f^ll accomplifhment of 
the promife in the text, th^t the gates of hades^ 
or of thc'invifible ftate, fh^'ail ^ot prevail againft' 
the Church of Chrijl. 

From what has been faid wc may deduce the 
following rcfleftions : 

I. The continuance of the Chriftian Church, 
through fucceffive generations is a ftrbng- 

proof 

• Philip, iii, 20, zu t I Cor. xv. 26. X Mitt. xxv. 34; 
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proof of the truth and excellence of thofe 
principles upon which it is founded. 

Had the little flock, which was coUefled to- 
gether during our Lord's, public miniftry, been 
united only by the weak bonds of enthufiafm or ^ 
impofture 5 the difgrace and death of the chief 
Shepherd muft have feparated and difpcrfed it. 
Can we imagine, from any known principles of 
human policy and contrivance, that its number 
would have been fo prodigioufly augmented in 
the place, and immediately at" the time of his 
crucifixion ? But let its firtt .incrcafe, however 
contrary to every ordinary event, be attributed 
to the operation of human palTion ; to what can 
we afcribe its fubfifl:ence and fpread through the 
moft civilized nations, where pafllon could have 
no influence, and where every (hadow of an im- 
pofture muft have been examined and detefted ? 
What could have procured for it friends and vo- 
taries during the three firft centuries, when it 
was calumniated and pcrfecuted, and when any 
alliance with it muft have been maintained at the 
rifle, and even with the facrifice, of eafe, property 
and life ? What could have prefcrved the name 
and fociety ot Chriilians to our own days, through 
all the revolutions of time and of the world ? To 
what are we to afcribe the fubfiftence and per- 
petuity of the Chriftian Church ? — of that com- 
munity, which was firft formed in Judca under 

the 
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the dire££ion and aufpices of one^ who, to outward 
appearance, was mean and inconfiderable, and 
who died an ignominous death ; and which has 
ftrugglcd with fuch a Variety of oppofition thrp' 
every age ? The Church of Chrift was founded 
tipon a rock. The principles of its union were 
fupernatural and divine. The dodtrines and fanc- 
tions, by which its fubfiftence has been main- 
tained, were derived from God. His providence 
has been its fecurity and defence. Becaufe it 
has been the peculiar charge of the Almighty, it 
continues to this day, and will continue to the 
end of time. 

II. An intereft in the privileges and benefits of 
the Chriftian Church is of unfpeakable im- 
portance to frail and mortal man. 

This is our only certain refuge amidft the 
changes of life and time. Hither 4et us repair 
for fafcty, confolation and hope, under all our 
trials. If we are real and living members of that 
Church, which is built upon the foundation of the 
apojiles and prophets^ Jefus Chrift bimfelf being the 
ehief comer-ftone '^ y we (hall be fecure from every 
ftorm of temptation andofdlftrcfs; we Ihall be un- 
der the protedlion of Almighty power, and under 
the fmiles of paternal favour : we fliall enjoy the 
privileges and hopes of the children of God, and 

groW 
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grow up into a mcetnefe for the general ajfembly 
and Church of the firft-borny which are written in 
heaven *. Why fhould any exclude tfiemfclves 
from this facred inclofure — -Yrom this bicft afy- 
lum ? Why fhould they wander into forbidden 
and dcftrudlivc paths, in the vain purfuit of eafc 
and pleafurc ; when they m ly find in the fociety 
of true Chriftians, under the patronage of the 
Redeemer of the world, a refuge from guilr, and 
doubt and fear, and an ample provifion of grace 
and confolation, which can never fail \ 

III. The promife of the text is very encouraging 
amidft the vifible declcnfions of religion, and 
in the profpeft of futurity. 

The fociety of true Chriftians may be dimi- 
nifhed ; but it can never be annihilated. It may 
lofe its friends and advocates by death ; and in- ' 
difference may prevent the lofs from being im- ' 
mediately fupplied. The greateft and bcft men 
muft withdraw their fupport and depart into the ' 
regions of reft and filence. But the Church of ' 
Chrifti who is in this rcfpeft th^ fame yejierday^ 
to-day^ and for ever'\^ (hall abide, and renew its 
triumphs. How animating to its friends on the 
furvey of its decreafe, and in the concern they 
feel for its fubfiftencc and profperity at tfic clofe 
^f lifcj is the promife of our Saviour in the text t 

D They 

* Heb. xii. 23. f Heb. xiii. 8. 
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They ka^e it at the call of God $ but the]? leave 
it under a divine and almighty protedion. They 
regret the inefficacy of all their attempts to 
revive its profperlty and honour ; but what they 
are too feeble ta accompliOii the grace of God 
will in due time effeft. They commit it, with 
all its tnterefts^ to its great head and Lord i and 
fi;om a feeling of the benefits they derive from it, 
the lad accents they utter are a broken petition^i 
pronounced with a faulcering tongue, for its fe- 
curity and welfare. May the gates of the groKj^ 
never prevail againft thy Church. 

IV. What confolation and fupport to the upright 
and good does this fubjedt furni(h io< the 
near views of death and eternity I 

The power of death is reftrained and vanquUh* 
ed. The gates of the grave are opened ; and 
they prefent an entrance into immortality and; 
glory. Why Ihould any fuch tremble and draw 
back in the view of their lail conflid ? Shall we be 
reJui^ant to pafs chFough the g^tes of death into 
unchangeable life and bleflednefs ? Shall we be 
a&aid to die,, wb^n, death is the. certain com- 
mencement of an evei lotting ft ate of fecurity and 
happinefs I The flavlQi fear of dillblution is un- 
reafonable and OfigraCjefu]. If we are the mtrcy^ 
bers of that body#. Qf which Cbrift is. the head 
aad guardian, he will conduft and uphold us 

through 



r 



\ 



C 19 ] 

through ihc dark valley ; and give uS an abun- 
dant entrance intb his everlafting kingdorti. Let 
our faith and hope be in mort lively excrcift, 
and we (hall be able to welcome the approaches 
of our difllilution ; and when the pains of death 
incrcafc upon us, adopt this triumphant lan- 
guage : Comt Lord Jefus: Amen. Come quickly f. 

V. Parents may derive encouragement from this 
fubjefl: to pay peculiar attention to the reli- 
gious education of their children : and the 
young will imbibe a fpirit of emulation to 
diftinguifli themfelves as the ornament and 
fupport of the Chriftian Church. 

You, Sirs ! that are parents, are in fomc mea- 
fure intruded with the perpetuity of the Chriftian 
Church. To your fidelity and care is committed 
the accomplilhment of the gracious predidion, 
that the gates of death Jhall not prevail againji it . It is 
an honourable and important charge. It will be 
your concern to execute it with fidelity and dili- 
gence; and God will give you fucctfs. It will 
afibrd fome of the moft pleafing refltflions in 
your declining years, that your poftcrity are like- 
ly to be fellow- workers with Chrift, in perpetu- 
ating the being and honour of his Church in the 
world. When you arc fummoned to quit your 

flations of ufefulnefs> it will be a reviving thoughir, 

D 2 that 
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that your children will fuccccd you, and be the 

guardians and ornaments of religion, when you 

have entered on your reft and reward. And if 

parents, in the unfcen ftate, can have ahy ap- 

prchcnfion of what paflTes in this lower world, the 

reflcftion on the piety and ufcfulnefs of their 

children will be no inconfiderable augoientation 

of their blifs. Ihis, however, is certain, that 

it will greatly redound to the joy and triumph pf 

their feafon of retribution to be able to fay : Be^ 

bold, here are we^ and the^ children which Go4 hatb 
given us ! '\ 

And is it no incitement to your emulation, ye 
ingenuous defcendants of pious parents ! to con- 
fidcr, that your heavenly Father direfts his views 
to you for the fupport of his church and intereft 
in the world ? Will he honour you, as the in- 
ftruments of fulfilling and executing his gracious 
defigns ? and do you feel no grateful and gene- 
rous ambition tq difchargc the truft, which he 
confides in you ? Can you look with indifference 
on the breaches which are made by death in the 
Chriftian Societies to which you belong ? And 
have you no concern to fill up thofe vacant parts 
of duty, which God and nature have devolved 
upon you ? You cannot bear to think, that death 
^nd the grave (hould prevail againft the Church 
pf Chrift, You are animated by his promifc tq 

every 

t Jieb. ii. 13, 
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every good word and work ; and will approve 

youtfclvcsjled/ajtj unrmveabU^ and always abound^ 
ing in the work of the Lord; forajmuch as ye know^ 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord f . 

YI. How important and ufcful is the Chriftian 
Miniftry : and what reafon have we to ad- 
mire the goodnefs of divine Providence, 
which raifts up a fuccefllon of thofe, who 
are inftruments of perpetuating the Church 
of the Redeemer in the world ! 

How encouraging likewife to the faithful Mi* 
nifter, under a humbling fenfe of his infufiiciency 
for the arduous work afllgned him, and under 
the mortifying apprehenfionj \t^ Yit Jhould la-- 
bour in vain^, and Jpend his ftrengtb for nought J— • 
how encouraging, in fuch circumilanceSj is the 
aflurance, that the Chriftian Church (hall fublifl: 
and prevail, till time fhall be no more ! 

Finally. May not minifters, who are faithful and 
diligent in the difcharge of the truft repofed 
with them, cxpcft to be fupported and en- 
couraged in the exercife of their miniftry, 
not merely for their own fakes, but with a 
view of preferving and perpetuating the be- 
ing of the Chriftian Church? 

It 

t \ Cor. XV. $8. t If^iah xlix. 4. 



It is your (srovincet Strsi <whoni God lialk 
bicfled with the mtans and the inclination for 
this purpofty to be fellow-workers with Chrill: 
in accomplishing the promife of the text. And 
1 am perfuaded this conlideration will engage 
you» not only Co contributje to their fupport, 
but to encourage them in their labours by a 
diligent attendance on their miniftrationst and 
• concern to profit by them. To minrfters^ who 
Are duly folicitous for fulfilling the end of their 
ofBce, nothing can be more pleafing and more 
animating than the regular attendance and vifible 
improvement of thofe, who are committed to their 
care. May the Minifter of thtsChriftian Society 
be thus encouraged ! and may the encourage- 
ment he meets .with induce him to perfevere in 
his fidelity and diligence^ and increafe his con- 
cern and ardour in promoting your prefent and 
eternal welfare ! In the profpeft of the period 
of judgment and retribution, may he be able to 
fay of the people of his charge, What is my hope, 
erjcyy or trown ef rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the 
frejenee of our Lard J ejus Cbrift, at bis coming ? 
Te are my glory and my joy * I Amen. 

* I TKeflal. ii. if, so. 
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Dear Sir, 
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OUR qualifications for the Chriftian Mi-^ 
niftry have been long known and approved. 
To the abilities which yOu have derived froni the 
Author of Nature, and the knowledge which 
you have acquired by a courfe of regular educa* 
tion, you have fuperadded the application, iin<» 
provement and experience of maturer years ^ and 
you are thoroughly furni(hed for levery good 
word and work. 

Your brethren and friends, who are aflembled 

on the prefcnt occafion, need no evidence of your 

fitnefs for the office which you have undertaken j 

Nor does the congregation, to which you nninider 

iwithdiftinguifhed approbation, and with theplea«» 

ling profpeft of incrcafing ufefulnefs, require any 

fatisfaftion in this refpeft. We claim no right to 

inveft you either with the office of a chriftian mi- 

nifter in general, or with that of the paftor of 

this Chriftian Society in particular. The former 

B 2 depends 
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depends on your own deliberate choice, and the 
quglifications which you pofTefs for the acceptable 
e&erc^e of it : and the latter on the united fuf- 
frage and continued attachment of the mennbers 
and fubfcribers of this Chriftian Society. Your 
brethren in the miniftry are now convened, at 
your requeft, in concurrence with the wiihes of 
this congregation, to acknowledge and approve 
you in the full exercifc of that miniftry, for 
which you are prepared, and to which you are de« 
voted. Without pretending to inveft you with 
any rights or powers, of which you are not already 
in compleat pofleflion, and difclaiming every 
kind and degree of dominion over your faith as 
a Chriftian, and your profeffion as a Minifter, 
they think it decent and ufeful to avail themfelves 
pf the opportunity, which your fettlement with 
this fociety affords them, of bearing public te(li« 
mony to your qualifications and characters of 
fuggefting to you and to thofe to whom you 
minifter, by a charge and a fermon, important 
and falutary inftrudion ; of imprefling on your 
mind, and on their minds a fenfe of truths and 
duties, which cannot be too often rccollcftcd, 
nor too ferioufly confidered j and of recommend- 
ing you and fbem, by united prayer, to the divine 
favour and blefling. 

Againfl: 
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Againft a religious fervice of this kind, on an 
occafion fo interefting, your brethren now en- 
gaged can difcern no fufficient objedion. They, 
do not think tliemfelves juftified in difcontinuing 
a pradice, reafonable in icfclf and beneficial ia 
its effects, , becaufe it has rometimes ,been injudi* 
cioufly conduAed^ and becaufe fonrie perfons hav^ 
conceived erroneous and fuperftitious notions 
concerning it. To abolifh an ancient and ufeful 
cuftonij on account of the poflTible abufe of it, 
would be, in their opinion, unwarrantable : more 
efpecially if they are able to difcover trices of a 
fimilar practice in the early ages of the Chriftiaa 
Church, and on occadons, when no office was 
conferred, and when no extraordinary gifts were 
communicated. See A&s xiii. i, 2, 3. Ads 

XV. 40. 

You, my dear friend and brother, agree with 
us in your general ideas of the obligation and 
utility of this praflicc. We arc affcmblcd ac 
your defire j and we know that you have no ob- 
jeftions againft making that public profcffion of 
your Chriftian Faith, which has been ufual on 
fuch occafions. But we muft requcft you. Sir, 
to confider, and all who attend likewife to con- 
fiderj that ^ it is your own voluntary ad: And 
that we do not regard it as a ncccflary and in- 
difpenfiblc part of the fervice in which we arc 

engaged. 
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engaged. We wifh it likewife to be known^ 
that whatever may be your religious Jen timents, 
and how much foever they may differ from thoie 
of your brethren, they cordially concur in recom- 
mending you^ and your minifterial labours, to 
the blefling of God, and to the edification and 
acceptance of this Chriftian Church. 



Q^U E S. 
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Q^U E S T I O N S, &Ca 



QUESTION I. Will you then favour 
us with your fentiments conctrning the 
nature^ defign and evidence of that divine and 
excellent Religion, which you receive as the rule 
of your faith and pradiice, and which it will be 
the labour of your life to recommend to others ? 

Answer. I cannot exprefs the fenfations I feci. 
In fjpeaking before this numerous and refpeftable 
aflembly, on the prefent occafion. As to parti* 
cular Confeflions of Faitb^ refpefting thofe abftrufe 
and difputable points of Theology (in my opinioa 
of no cfiential importance) which have fo lam«nt« 
ably divided the Chriftian Church> I own that 
to me they appear neither necejfary nor itfefuL 

On the contrary, I think, they have a tendency 
in fome degree to influence the mind in its future 
refearches, and to give it an undue bias in its farther 
cxamination into the fubjefts of controverfy. I 
gratefully acknowledge the candour and libera- 
lity 
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lity of the Chriftian Society to which I ftatedly 
ofEciate^ and of the gentlemen engaged in this 
fervice, in leaving this matter entirely to my 
own choice. 

So far, thereforCj from having an obje6tion to 
it^ I rejoice in the opportunity of thus publicly 
bearing my teftimony to the truch^ and giving 
an account of my views of the principal Oodrines 
of natural and revealed Religion ; particularly of 
the defign and evidence of that Gofpel which we 
all profefs to believe^ and on which we build our 
hopes of future falvation. It is needlefs^ I prefume, 
to intreat the candour and indulgence of this au^ 
ditory^ while 1 fpeak on an occafion, in which my 
feelings are fo peculiarly interefted, 

- When I take a view of the works of Nature, 
the heavens above adorned with innumerable 
ftarst which probably afford light and heat to 
myriads of worlds ; the fun placed in the center 
of our fyftem, and by its falutary rays, reviving 
and cheering thofe planets that revolve around 
it — When 1 confider the regularity of the. revo^ 
lutions of the heavenly bodies, and the proper dif* 
tances at which they are fituated— When I caft 
my eyes around me on this earth, (o well fur* 
niflied for the fubfiftence and comfort of its in*: 
habitants — When I refleft on the conilant return 
of the fcafons, Summer, Winter, Seed-time an4 

Harvcfli 
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Harvcft, and the regular fucceflion of days and 
nights — When I employ my thoughts on the for- 
mation of the Lord of this lower creation Man,. 
on the JiruSlure of hjs body, and the powers of his 
mind, on that rational nature with which he is. 
endowed, capable of endlefs improvement in 
knowledge, virtue and happinefs— When engaged' 
in ferious contemplation on thefc fubjefts, I am 
ftruck with a folemn a^, and convinced that a. 
fupremc intelligent Being neceflarily exifts, whom 
we call God. 

It can be proved, I think, from undeniable 
principles of reafon, that as God is the firft great 
caufe and original of all things, fo He himfelf 
muft be underived in his exiftcnce; prefent in 
all parts of his vaft dominion •, continually exer- 
cifing an over-ruling providence, which extends 
to the meaneft reptile, and the moft trivial event; 
ordering every difpenfation, which infinite Wif- 
dom and Benevolence can devife, for the good of 
his creatures; ** whofe loving kindnefs and ten- 
der mercies are over all the works of his hands •,"* 
the unerring Searcher of hearts, and impartial 
Judge of all mankind. 

From the Mofaic account of the formation of 

this earth, in the moft ancient and authentic hif- 
tory with which we arc favoured, it appears, that. 

order aod regularity being produced by the Divin^i- 

C Power, 
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Power, out of that Chaotic ftatc> in which it ts^ 
fir (I exhibited to us> and herbs and trees, infefts, 
iifhes, fowls and beads of various kinds, being 
created : " Gbd fornned man out of the duft of 
the ground, breathed intOyhim the breath of 
life," and endowed him with thofe powers and 
faculties, by which he is didinguifhed from the 
brutes that pcrilh. The benevolent Author of 
his nature having made him capable of continued 
virtue and happinefs, placed him in paradife, 
bellowed on him peculiar marks of his favour and 
friendfhip, and enjoined but one teft of his obedience^ 
that he Ihould abftain from eating the fruit of a 
certain tree in the garden, threatening death as. 
the penalty of his tranfgrelBoa. 

By the Mofaic hiftory we are informed likewife, 
that man, being overcome by the folicitations of 
the woman God had given him, who was herfclf 
feduced by a creature called the Serpent, violated 
the Divine command-, by which melancholy 
event, natural and moral evil was introduced, fin 
entered into the world, and our firft parents with 
their pofterity became mortal i liable to the 
troubles and miferies of human life, and in the 
end the prey of deaths 

Whether this account be ukcn literally or alle*i 

goricalfy'-^B, queftion on which learned men differ 

•--This information feems to me at lead to be 

conveyed 
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tonvcyed by it, that our flrft parents were pUced 
in a ftate of trial ; that they broke the law of 
God, and loft their innocence and virtue ; where- 
by the feeds of difeafc and death were fown, ex- 
tending their baneful efFcfls to themfclves and 
their defcendants. 

But It appears to me, that our heavenly Fa- 
ther, foreknowing to what a wretched ftate they 
would reduce themfelves by their apoftacy, had 
from a principle of pure love and benevolence^ 
preordained a Saviour. To keep tbem therefore 
from defpair, and to revive the hopes and expec- 
tations of their fofterity^ God, though he faw fie 
to banifh our firft parents from Paradife, gave 
them this gracious declaration, *^ the feed of the 
woman (hall bruife the Serpent's head.'* 

' Some plainer intimations of this glorious event 
were communicated to the Patriarchs, Abraham, 
Ifaac and Jacob; to them it was declared, that 
" in their feed fhould all the families of the 
earth be bleffcd/* Mofes, the diftinguilhed fer- 
vant of God, and lawgiver to the Ifraelites, 
fpeaks of " a Prophet whom the Lord their God 
would raife pp among their brethren like unto 
him/' 

The fucceeding prophets refer to fome great 
Ferfonage that would one day make his appear- 

C 2 ance 
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ancc in the iniportant charadtcr of the Redeemer 
and Saviour of the world. They intioiatc the 
time when the Mefliah would come. They fore- 
tcl the tribe and family of which he would be 
born i the place of his nativity, and various other 
circumftances refpedting his birth, his life and 
miracles, the treatment he Would meet with from 
his country- men, his death, refurreftion, afcen- 
fion> and glorious exaltation. 

Sacred and profane hiftory coincide in cfta- 
bliftiing this important fadt, that in the reign of 
Auguftus Cscfar, the Roman emperor, when a 
general expeftation of the MeflTiah prevailed 
among the Jews j when a variety of circumftances 
confpired to intimate his approach, Jefus Chrift 
was born. 

When I read the facred fcriptures I perceive, 
tliat in Him were fulfilled many ftriking prophe- 
cies, delivered many ages before his birth, which 
no human wifdom or forefight could have diflated} 
that they proceeded from the infpiration of God, 
and were defigned as a Jignal teftimpny to the Di- 
vine MilTion of the perfofi to whom they Ihould 
apply. 

The accounts given of Jefus Chrift by the 
Evangelifts, and of the extraordinary pwers with 
which the Apoftlc;5 and many of the firft Chrif- 

tians 
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tians were endowed by the ^oly fpirit, related in 
the New Teftamcnt, I receive as well auSbenti" 
mted Matters of fait. There fcems to be abun* 
darrt hiftorical proof, that thefe accounts were 
really written by thofc perfons to whom they are 
afcribed. They had from their fituation fufB- 
cient means of information, refpedting the truth 
of the things they relate, fo that they could 
not be deceived themfelves. From the fenfe of 
integrity and piety they difcovered on every oc- 
calion ; the perfecutions to which their profefiion 
of Cbriftianity expofed them, and the noble he- 
roic fpirit with which they endured thefe perfe- 
cutions, I conclude^ they would not wilfully 
deceive others. 

When I confider the rapid progrefs of Ghrifti- 
anity, propagated by a few poor uhlcirncd men ; 
oppo(ed by all the powers of the world ; having 
to engage with the pride of the Grecian philofo- 
phers, the prejudices of the bigotted Jew, and the 
perfecutions of the cruel and malicious of twtry 
defcription, 1 am convinced, that if this religion 
bad not been of God, it muft have come to 
nought. 

When I perceive the exaft accompliihment of 
many of the prophecies of Jefus Chrifl, concern- 
ing the circumftanccs of his own death, rcfurrcc- 
tion and afcenfions the defcent of the Spirit on 

Jthe 
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the day of Pentecoft, the extenfive fpread of his 
religion, and the fignal deftrufbion of Jerufalem j 
I am conftrained to acknowledge, that he was 
no Deceiver^ but a true Prophet^ intimately ac- 
quainted with the will and defign of his heavenly 
Father. 

When I refled, nrwreover, on the miraculous 
converiion of St. Paul, from a violent and bigot- 
ted Jew to a zealous and noble defender of the 
Chriftian Faich; when I think on the nature of 
the prophecies delivered by fome of the apolllest 
more efpecially the revelation of St. John, con- 
taining a general account of the ftate of the Chrifti- 
an Church till the end of the world i and farther 
reSedt that part of thefe prophecies hath been al- 
ready fo exaftly fulfilled, as to give us reafon to 
cxpcdl the accomplifhment o/the reft in due time 
— fcrioufly confidcring thefe things, I feel that 
the proofs of Chriftianity are fo ftrong, numerous, 
and convincing, as to command ,my moft cordial 

mjfcnt. 

When I add to this, the evidence arifing from 
the reafonablenefs, the purity, the grand fimpli- 
city of the writings of the New Teftament j when 
1 confider that they contain doflrines of infinite 
moment and importance, many of which could 
not have been difcovered by the unaflifted light 
of nature^ yet when revealed perfedlly agreeable 

to 
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to reafbn; when I perceive their tendency^ to illu- 
minate the underftanding) to infpire the heart 
with fcntimentsof univcrfal benevolence, to pro- 
mote holinefs of life^ to afford confolation in dif- 
trefs^ and raife the hopes of the dejeded, to 
ennoble the nature of man, and advance his prefent 
and future felicity ; they appear to me ftamped 
with Divine Authority, and I cheerfully receive 
the gofpel^ as my rule of faith and pradice^ 

The principal doftrines contained in thefe fa* 
cred records are, in my opinion, thefe :— • 

That there is one God, a Being poflefied of 
every pofiible perfeftion, the Creator and Prefer- 
vcr of the whole univerfe— that he exercifes a 
natural and moral government over the world— ' 
that when mankind, by the abufe of their facul« 
ties, the perverfion of their rcafon, and corruption 
of their hearts, were reduced to a ftate of guilt and 
ruin, our benevolent Parent, not willing that any 
of his creatures (hould perifh, fcnt his fon Jefus 
Chrid to fave them— that the terms on which we 
may hope for the forgivencfs of our offences, and 
acceptance with our Maker, are, "Repentance to- 
wards God, and Faith in our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift,'* and that repentance is vain, which 
does not terminate in the forfakingof (in, and that 
faith incffeftual which produces not good works— 

that divine ajjiftance will be afforded to all thofe who 

with 
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with ardent prayers to God, exert their fincere en- 
deavours, CO corredt their bad'habits> and to attain 
practical principles of piety and virtue— that this 
is a ftate of trial and probation for another world— 
that ** as in Adam all die^ fo in Chrift (hall all be 
made alive" — that when the fchemes of Divine 
Providence arc completed, /* the heavens will • 
pafs away with a great noife, the elements melt 
with fervent heat, and the works that are therein 
be burned upj" *' Jcfus Chrift will come in the 
power and glory of his Father, with his holy 
angels ;'* the dead will be raifed j thofe who arc 
then alive be changed, and toib be fummoned be- 
fore his awful tribunal, ^< to be judged according 
to the deeds done in the body** — that then the* 
fincerely good and faithful will be honoured and 
rewarded, the wicked and impenitent difgraccd 
and puni(hcd. 

Thefe appear to me to be the moft important 
parts, the grand and ftriking outlines of thie Chrif- 
tian fcheme; and I am happy thus publiqjy to 
declare my faith in thofe doftrincs, in which moft 
fcfts and denominations of Chrift;ans agree, how 
much foever they may differ with refpcdl to fub- 
jcds oi doubtful difputation. 

It may not be improper for me to a'dd,*that 
although a number of burdenfome rites and ce- 
remonies were enjoined by the Jewilh lawgiver 
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|bn the tfraelitcs, yet Jcfus ChriftHppornte^ tp 
be obfcrvcd by his followers, two pofitive infti- 
tucions dnlyi Baptifm and the Lord's Suppers 
^hich> in my opinioh, were defigned to be con-* 
tjnued throughout every age of* the Chriftian 
Church. The/ormer pitiatoiy to %l\ its outward 
privileges I the iaUfr calculated to pi-efcrve iri 
our minds, ^ fenfe of our obligations to God for 
fending his Spn to die for mankind ; to exp^efs 
our fincere faith in Jefus Chrift, as our Lord and 
Saviour, and our /ove and charity to one aliothcr 
as his foUowjers, and in the m.oft Significant rpan* 
ner, " to (how forth the Lord's dc8t)i tijl ht' 

Thus have I, in the prefencc of.Qp^, a^(J ihis 
refpeAable congregation, delivered thofe general 
pi;inciples of n\y faith> vfh'ich appear to me the 
.oiofl: importar^. I havp biecn lileqt with relpcft 
Xo the abftrufe and fpeculatiyc dpftjine.s of .Theo- 

truth{5 of Chriftianity, of. little jnonnen^t. /^ A*- 
,though the evidence f<;cr]ns to me ip preponderate 
iftP W^W? pf thefe coAtrpverCal fubj,efts, rather 
,than the Qthc;r^ ^qt ^I pfrqeiye difficulties attend 
eycxy fchcmc* wjiich is lo ^ealouHy maintained 
by dufcrent fccts and .parties. 

Whatever opinions therefore I form, I wifh to 
i^e^l^vays open to conviction, and to guard againfl 
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Hat/ceptiafmy on the one hand, which leaves afl 
religious principles onfettledj and chat dopfratica'I 
JPiriiy on the other, which decides, with an air of 
infallibility, thofe points of controverfy, on 
which wife and good men difier ; exercifing, at 
the fame time, unfeigned tove and charity to^* 
wards all denominations of Chriftians. I doubt 
not, but xhtjincere of every religious profeflion ; 
all thole who ardently pray to ^^ the giver of 
every good and perfed gift'* for heavenly Wif- 
dom, and ferioudy endeavour td find out the 
truth I all thofe who improve the advantages, 
whatever they may be, which God affords them, 
of knowing and pradifing his will, though per- 
mitted to fall into many fpeculative errors, will 
meet with the Divmt aaeptance. 

Question IL You, Sir, are not unappri^f^d 
erf* the corruptions and errors that have been intro* 
duced into the Chriftian Church i of the degree 
in which they have prevailed, and of the perni* 
cious effeAs which they have produced in the 
church of Rome. The Proteftant Reformation 
you mod cordially approve, as an event of the 
grcateft importance to the civil and religious in* 
terefts of our country. Will you pfeafe to iii* 
forai us, what are your fentiments of the princi'^ 
plea upon which this reformation was founded ? 

ANiWifR 
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Akswer. There is no blefllng with which 
lieaven Iji^as favoured the worlds but is liable to 
^.e abufed. This iccms to have been the cafe 
with tlic pure apd benevolent religion of Jefut 
Chrift. It was foon corrupted by pride, ambi- 
tion and worldly poUcy. The (3hurd[i of Rome 
Aifurped a power and authoricy, ipconGftent with 
the true fpirii: ,of Chriftianity, and inimical CO 
fkt deareljk rights and Uberti^rs of manlund/ 

When I confider how irrational and contradlc«- 
.tory are its principles } how pompous, childiih, 
and abfyrd its rjce^ ai>d cc^eoiopijes ; that it is 
founded in t^e gro0eft ignorance, and fiipported 
by the moft unchriftian means of cruelty and fpi- 
ritual tyranny ; I pannot b.qt efteem the Refor- 
mation frono popery^ a$ one of the nobleft o^ras 
* iiji h)(lory. The r^fornr^ers juftified it upon the 
mod folid and rational principles, the fuiSciency 
of Scripture for a rule of faith and manners, and 
the right of private judgment in religious mat-* 
tcrs. They clearly pointed out the abfurdity of 
fuppoOng, there was any $fi>er infajlible beadoi .the 
Church than Jg/fcy Chrifi. They laboured to ex- 
pofe the arrogant claims, the prefumptuous pre^ 
tences of the hierarchy of the church of Rome, 
and to give men jufter notions of the rights and 
-privileges to which they were entitled by reafon 
iind revelation. And Heaven crownrd their ev 
Crtiofis with fucccfs. Thofe renowned worthier 
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virRd WeV^ Vfie i'nftrtimehcs df bringing about thi^ 
glorious ^veiit, ought to be had in evcrlafting 
Tcrftcrtitirthce^ i|S the bencfaftors of the world iii 
general, &nd the Chriftian Church in pariicular. 

QuESTipV III. iTou, Sir, have conneded 
Jrourfclf with that body of Prdteftants in thijf 
Country, W^o are denominated Dijint^f. Dif*» 
tinguifl>ed as they arc ^n a variety of refpedts- 
and happy as their miniders muft think them* 
felves in 'th<? voluntary e^preffi6ns of their attach- 
ment arid efteem $ and peculiarly happy as yo4 
are in your (ittiatidn and connexions; yet you 
Veil Idnow, thiat diflenting minjftcrs are excluded 
from a flbart in thofc emoluments, which thel 
i!fftabIi(Kcd church appropriates to her own clergy^. 
lt\ tlje pfd^refs of your life, and ias you extend 
yobr cdhricdibris, you will prdb'ably form ac- 
^uaintaHce with mithy tti^mbcrs and miniftcrs df 
the national chiifch, who wijl deferye yoqr cor* 
dial affcftion arid refpefl; 5 and you will, we are 
perfuaded, oh-^all occafions, maintain ^nd pro^ 
fefs your own fehtlments with the liberality ancj 
candour 6f a gentleinan, a fchplar and ^ Chrif- 
tian, However, as you differ in your judgment 
and profrflion, froth a very refpedtable body of 
your fellow Chriftians and fellow Proteftants, will 
you favour lis with fotpe account of the gtoujfds^ 
of this difference, or the r^om why you diflenti 
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jipd chpfe to citfcife your miftiftry among Pirc>- 

AKswtft. Convinced it is thte dssty of ^dnery 
^e coadopt chat mode of iRrorihip, whrch^.afccfr 
Kti2KSiit conlideration^ appears to him the pureii: 
tirfd mcft ratiorval, I ifave, with tfa;^ impartiality^ 
iiUc to the cafufe <A Truth, examined into the 
jgrounds of my di^en|: from thpeftabliibedChurcl^ 
^f this coHritry. 

1 eftccm arid i^ev^cfencc^many ^f itsmemberBi 
I^oth clergy arid ^fajfy, as men ^f "diftinguiibed 
learnuigi candour and piety. I am happy to 
-jiank Ibme of them in the humbflr of my valued 
friends, and 'do not the lefs refpieft them, on ac- 
count of chdr maintaining a mode of woflhip dif* 
ferent from niy bwm But at the fai^ie time, with 
f^ffttiments of brbrflerly love^nd charity towardf 
<th^t body of Chriftiaris, from whofe communioa 
•J diffent, 1 thus^pliblicly declare, that after an 
pnbiafTcd examination, the terms of conformity 
appear to me inconfiftent with the allegiance due 
\o J^ibs'Chrift, the fole head arid lawgiver tc) 
^liisGhureh. 

I tahnot pcrceivp that any ^ower under fjear 
ten Itas a right, ' Authoritatively ^ to decree rites and 
fc^eilnoniis, and'toimpofe creeds and articles of 
filUh on the cpnfcience; of (^hriftians« My ob- 
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jcAions likcwife receive additional ftrength frenf 
the confideracion^ that the do^rines implied an4 
itnforced in the formulariesi creeds and articles 
#f the national Churchy are fome of thentii in niy 
apprehenfion, evidently inconfiftent with found 
Reafon and Scripture ; and others, of a nature fo 
fpeculative and abftrufe, as to furniih matter for 
doubts and controvcrfies amongfl: the mod learn* 
cd, wifeft, and beft of men. Thpy muft, I think, 
naturally occafion a folemn prevaricatigi) in thofc 
who conform, without approving them, or at 
Jeaft; an obftru^ipn to the caufe of free enquiry, 
Md an impartial firarch ^f^er truti). 

I gratefully therefore air^ij myfclf of the liber- 
ty allowed by the laws pf this favoured land, tQ 
maintain and prcferve ipy diflcnt from the com^ 
rounion of the eftabliftimenti and fg worihip 
God according to the dictates of my own con- 
icience, and in the mode, that appears tq me tQ 
comport with tf^e purity apd ^nipjicity of ChriCp 
tian worihip. 

Question IV. The great defign of the nii« 
piftry is to promote knowledge, religion an(i 
happinefs. You, Sir, we doubt not, can affigi) 
the moft worthy and )aqdable motiyes and ends, 
in your prefent undertaking. \Vill you acquaii^ 
Ifs lyiph tbpfe views ^nd motiyes, which have ha^ 
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the dltief itifluencej in determining you totngage 
in the work of the Chriilian Miniftry ? 

i 

Answer. Educated from my earlieft youth for 
the miniftry ; when I canic to y^ars of maturity, 
I ferioufly refiefted on the nature and importancfc 
of the work, in which 1 was to be engaged. Con- 
vinced that religion is of divine original, and efien- 
tial to the prefent comfort and future happinefs of 
men, 1 confidcr it as my duty, to explain the 
evidences of it, to defcribe its beauty, excellence 
apd importance, and to. enforce it by thofe va-> 
rious motives^ which Reafon and Revelatioo 
furnifb. 

If I know my own heart, to be berieflclal to 
my fellow creatures, by endeavouring to promote 
religious knowledge and rational piety, a fpirit of 
chriftian caAdour and charhy among profcflbrs of 
different denorhinations, and a confcientious re* 
gard to the great and fundamental truths arid 
duties of Chriftianity, is the important elrd i have 
had in view, in taking on me fb momentous a 
Charge, as that of the miniftcrial office. Happy 
fliall ! be, Co be made inftrumental in contribut- 
ing, in the Icafr degree, to the comfort and edi- 
fication of the Chriflian Society committed to my 
minifterial charge j fuprcmely happy, at the great 
and final day of accounts, ** when jChrift the 
Chief Shepherd Ihall appear," to be able cbe*- 



fully to ftind forth with tt\y Flocki 4ndi hia 
'* Lord, here am I, and the people wboai thoii 
haft given me/' 

QtrisTiON y* As you ^dviupce in life 9p4 ifi 
knowledge, )rou will find moct 4pd oiore need <^f 
new acccfliQas to the furniture you h^vt alrea^dy 
gained, and lefs wander at the Apoftle'$ e^l^-^ 
ination, ^^ Who is fgfficient for thefe things V* 
Will you coafid^r yourfelf under a rpUmn obli- 
^tion of attending wiith diUge^nce to readii^gi 
fiieditation and prayer, in pr^er to yow i^ncceaf- 
ing impcovemcnt and ^fcifuln^/s? ^nd^ ^y^ 
have opportunity, will you go on to cuitlv;^ 
thofe literary and ornamental accompliflimentSi 
w^ch are peculiarly necefftry jo ibe .prefect. ^ay, 
lor fupporting ijie dignity of ypur ch^^r^fter .?iAd 
(Dffice i You need jnot ^e told^ th;it noiitviatioqj 
Jbowever agreeable ,and promifing, is exempt 
from difficulties and difcouc^ements. May we 
^Qt :hope that you have feriouily conGdered this^ 
,and are. prepared, in fumble d^ndance on Di« 
vine Succour, , to iacquit ypurfcjf with integrity in 
. the fervice of your great Lord -and Judge, that yqu 
may be approved hyjiipi.at Jiis appearing, a^d 
US a good ^wi Guthful krymt , eater ,into your 
,.M*ft9r's jcqr ? 

AwbSfWSEi^ When I .fcciojti(ly^cpnfidcr the vaft 

^kiUi^cMape.of the mioifteriAl charge, the variops 
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duties incumbent 6n thofe of my profeffion^ and 
the awful account I muft render of my miniftry 
to the Judge of hearts, I tremble, left I fhould^ 
in any refped, prove tinfaithful in our great 
Maftei-*s catife. I fee the necellity of clofe ap«^ 
plication to various branches of learning; of 
retired and ferious meditation! ; of frequeht and 
earneft addreflfes to the Throne of Grace, and an 
unwearied attention to the public and private 
duties of my office, to appear with credit as a 
Ghriftian Minifter, and adorn the holy religion I 
profcfs. 

In the prefent enlightened, though diffipatcd 
age, when infidelity is recommended by all the 
cmbcUifliing arts of refinement; when 2l Jenje of 
fiety is termed entbujiqfmy and an attention to the 
Sabbath and public ordinances^^^i//^;^ ; when 
Chriftianity is fo much injured, by the gloomy 
notions, or imprudent zeal of many of its friends; 
and fo ungeneroufly mifreprefented, by either 
the fly infinuations or open attacks of its ene* 
mies ; in thefe circumftances, I perceive the fe^ 
€uliar neceffity of fclence and literature in a public 
teacher of religion, to expofc the fophiftry of its 
opponents, to exhibit it in its native purity and 
iimplicity, and to eftablifli the truth of it upoii 
the unlhaken principles of found reafoa and foli4 
argument. 
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mtnOi .in n^y ffH'i^JIk^^iBi iiiiri)rk ; buc. «£ting with 
a view to cbe pt^fi^f^ce of God^ ackd i^ appitoba-^ 
4ioa of c^n^iepoe aad iny- 6i)ai Judge, I look up 
.to hea,Yen'^fpr 4|viAc dine<ilion land Aipporc under 
^hem. It is my highcft dfnbitiOsD, at the <:lqftr </ 
ilife> to he zhic to adppc the ^ioidting language 
pf the Apoftic P^uJ^ ** I haV|C fought a good 
iight, I have iinij^ed my coyrfc, I have kept th^ 
faith, hefi^efqr^h there is {aid up for ^e a c/owq 
of righc^yfaefsi which the Lordj the righteous 
Judge, fhall give me, at the day'* of general re< 
tribution. 

QuBSTiON VL Your profcffion as a Chriftiaaf 
Minifter, and 9 MJnifter among Proteftant Difieni' 
tersjt wiJl afford you many occafions for the e«er** 
cif^^f (hat catholic and candid temper, which 
^iftianity rccon[imcnds. Will you. Sir, whcn^ 
fMtf. aa opport;unifty cifFers, diibourage every kiod 
^nd degree of bigotry and ^ncharitableiaefs, aod 
endeavour to maintain the truth in Jove, and w 
promote peace and mutual forbearance among 
Chriftians i * ' 

• ■•■•** , ' • 

Answer. I am convinced, that amidft a diver-* 
6fif of 6pioioin&>: unayoidable in the pa-eient ftaicv 
and permitted to fubfift by the Govcrbor o£ xho 
world, for wife and important purpofcs, it is. thf 
duty and privilege of all perfons, to judge and 

adt 



^eftions and jfnfwers. %*f 

* aft accordiag to the didtatcs of fbeir (yum mnds. 
To rae therefore it appears aii unwarran tabled 
ufurpation of the prerogative of Heaven, for om 
fed and dtnominatior^ of chriftians to amdetHn- 
another^ (or difference- in religious fentinrlents. 
GhriftianJove or chariry \% a bond of nnionV 
which in my opinion ought to corfneft religious'" 
profcflbrs of every defcription. 

Perfgadedthat this i« the principal virtue oi 
Cbriftiaoity, of the beft twidcncy^ to the peace 
and welfare of fosGiety> and the moft ornaaien(al 
U>»a:dirciple of Jefua Cbrift, I think- it my^duty^, 
frequently to reconrjmend this virtue from thc^ 
pulpit, and to take every opportunity of pronrtot- 
^ng a fpirit of candour and charity, among thole^ 
with whom I convcrfe. I efteem it a bcnevoleat* 
difpenfation of Providence, that has appointed 
mylituation in 2^-P^0Ufi:0nt\co\Antxji and in an 
fige, whea the rights of conscience are fo well af- 
certained, and the abfurdity of bigpt#y and* 
Uocbariublene& fo generally acknowledged^ 

ft 

I look up to Heaven likewife with fentimenta 
of gratitude, for fixing my lot in my minifterial 
capacity, with a Society, whofe peculiarly affec- 
tionate treatment of my late worthy Prcdcceflbr^ 
in his long and fcvere affliftion, and the kind'and- 
generous marks of regard I have already received, 
cncopragc me to hope for the excrcife of their 
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candid and catholic fpiric towards my felf, and that 
mutual good-will and fricndlhip, which ought air- 
ways to fubfid between a nninifter and his people. 
May the period foon arrive, when all Chriftians 
will exeniplify the chara^teriftic of their religion, 
« by loving one another, and keeping th^ unity 
gf thp fpirit in the bond of peace.'* 

QUESTION VIL You know the great importr 
ance of an irreproachable charafler to perfons of 
the profeffion which you have affumcd, with re- 
fpeft both to their honour and their ufefulnefs. 
May we not hope— rnay, we are warranted to 
aflure ourfelves, that you will engage, by divine 
help, to adorn the do£trine you preach, by a 
good life^ and by ap exemplary (con(|udt in every 
relation? 

Answer. No truth can imprefs my mind with 
ftronger convidion than this, that the profeflion 
of religion, without a conformable pra£tic«, is not 
merely vain and infignificant, but criminal and 
pernicious in a high degree. I ani fenfible likcr 
wife, that z peculiar degree of decorum and pror 
priety of condufl: is required in a Chriftiar^ 
Minifter, to preferve the dignity of his office, 
ajid to recommend the duties which he enforce? 
pa others. 

Convinced) 
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Convinced, however, of my own natural fail- 
•i^igs and infirmities, I requeft myTriends to mak^ 
c^ofe favourable allowances for me which Chrif. 
tian candour requires. I ihal), at the fame time, 
itfteem myfelf under additional obligations to 
them, for plainly and affeflionately acquainting 
me with whatever they may perceive amifs in my 
temper or beheaviour, and joining with me id 
imploring divine grace, to ienable me to fulfil 
my refolutions of living an exemplary life, and 
walking worthy the holy profeflfion I bear. I 
wifh always to aik both in public and private, 
with a view to that folemn period, when the^ir^i 
frets of all hearts will \>t dijclojed \ when thtjincerity 
or byfocrify of our intentions and defigns will be 
made manifcft befpre the aflembled world of 
men and angels, and every Qne treated accord-* 
fng to the motives by which he was aduatedj^ 
^nd tlie goo4 or bafl deeds done ip the prefenf: 
^ate, 

For this purpofe, let mc call upon you, my 
Reverend Fathers and Brethren^ and you the 
J'eop^e of iTiy Charge, ;and all you who are pre- 
sent as witnefles to (this folemn fervice, to pray 
to God in my behalf, that I may make continual 
improvement in thp Jcnpwledge of the facred ora- 
cles } experience all npceflary afliflance in the dif-. 
charge of the duties of my minifterial and paftora) 
pfiicei and \iVfP virtue apd fortftudpi am^dft every 
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tsmplntioa. or oppofition, to prefervij: my intc- 
grity^ aad n^n^ain the credit of that nobler 
ciufe irv whiiph I. acn engaged. Join yow prayer* 
wtJi mine, that^ I may be faithful to God a,nd 
<i;hrift, to my own confcicncc and the fouls of 
men, and- enjoy the plcafing fatisfadion of "fee*-. 
i{ag the wofk of- the Lord daily profpering in myi 
ba^nds;'' that when earthly ordinance* fhall. cea.% 
and they ties, of friendfliip and affefiion, whicfc 
unite miiiifter and people together her« below, 
ly^all be dilTplved by death, we may together 
ipcet around the thtone of God; renew our' 
friendly intei^coorfe ; and with one hearteagager 
in the. grapd and. exalted fervipcs and employi- 
m,cncfes of the heavenly ftate, without weai:incf3|,. 
WKhKWC intdTupfiioo: aod iwiobout end. 
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You, my Dear Sir, have now made a good 
Confcffion before many witneifles. The fentimcnts 
you have delivered, and the refolutions you have 
exprefled, correlpond to the expedations, which 
thofc who know you bed had formed concerning 
you. They are worthy of the ftation you occupy, 
and give you reafon to expcft, that your labours 
will be accepable, and that the bleflfing of God 
will crown them with fuccefs. To his bleffing 
we (hall now proceed devoutly to recommend 
you and tht people of your charge : not doubting 
their cordial concurrence with us on the prefen( 
occafion. 
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CHARGE, 

D£]LIV]BRSP AT BKIDPORT, D0RS£TSHIR1(, 

ON THE TENTH OF JULY, I788, 

AT TH|t OHDINATION OF THE 
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REV. THOMAS HOWE} 
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OV THE tlXTSIKTH Of TH^ |AHB MOUTH, 

AT RINGWOOD, HANTS, 

AT TIC OftDIHATIOH •? TUB 

REV. WILLIAM GELLIBRAND, 

BY ANOR£W KIPPIS, D.D. F.R.S. and S.A. 
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TH p ^iclivcry qf the ^Charge being the 
giTigncd me in this day's folemn fervicCi I 
doubt not but that J (hall be heard with candour^ 
by theMtnifiers andChrifiians nowprefent; ani^ 
with attention .by jF^«, my worthy young JBrother^ 
in the hints which I (hall now lay before yoUii Ju 
c^ering thefe hints^ I fliall urge^ with a becoming 
/reedom^ the confiderationS which to myfelf 
appear ufi^ful and important. I^ in {o doings anv 
fentiments .(hould .be advanced which may no6 
entirely be approved oi by fome who hear 'me, 
they will remember^ and allow for the diverGty of 
.opinions and views which will ever take place in 
this imperfcft ftate. As to ycu, niy dear friend, 
you know that I Ihall not wi(h yqu to pay any 
other regard to my advices, than what (hall be 
found, upon the moil mature deliberation, to be 
perfcdly agreeable to your own judgment and 
confcience. Thefe advices will be grounded 
upon the fifteenth verfe of the third chapter of 
St. Paul's .firft Epiftle to Timothy: "That 
" Thou may eft know how thou oughteA to be- 
« have thyfclf in the Houfe of God, which is the 
f * Church of the living God." 
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A variety of obfervacions might be made orf 
the Epiftle to Timothy, and efpccially on the 
admirable inftruAions and admonitions they con- 
tain* with refpeft to thofc who engage in the work 
of theMiniftry. The chapter from which the words 
I have now read to you are taken, is particularly 
excellent in this view, and might furnifh fcope fdr 
much refledtion. There is fomething, likewife, in 
the connexion of the text with what immediately 
follows, which has given occafion to the fpecula* 
tion^s and criti'cifms of learned men. But it would ' 
be improper, at prefent,td enlarge on thefe matters. 
Independently of the context, the pafTage I have 
choien, which in itielf is plain arid appofite to our 
purpofe, will open a wider field of mecfitation 
than can conrveniently be ranged through in a 
fmall compafs of tirile, " Thefe things,** faith 
^< the Apoftle, " I write unto thee, that thou 
" maycft know how thou oughtefl: to behave thy- 
^* felf in the Houfe of God, which is the Church 
" of the living God.** 

To know how to behave ourfelves in the fta- 
tion wherein Providence hath placed us, whatever 
that ftation may be, is certainly an afiair of great 
moment ; and it muft be peculiarly momentous 
in the office of the Chriftian Miniftry. Nor rs it 
poflfibte that a perfoh can condudfc himfelf well in 
fo ferious and arduous an undertaking, without 
many previous qualifications. One of' thefe. un- 
doubtedly is, a competent ftock of knowledge i 
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neither is- it a fmall degree of knowledge thaC 
IS requifitc in Him who wiflics to be a preacher 
of the everlafting Gofpcl. His acquirements and 
inlprovements Ihould be of various kinds; and 
lie bught pattlcdlarly t6 have applied himfclf* to 
thofe parts of ftudy which have an immediate and 
intimate connexion with the right difcharge of 
the paftoral duty. But^ befides the poireflTion of 
knowledge^ it is of unfpeakable importance to 
be endued with pious and holy difpofitions* 
Without fuch difpofitions, a perfon muft be to- 
tally unfit to ftand up and fpeak in the Houfe of 
God : nor can he know how he ought to behave 
himfelf in the church of the living God. Indeed, 
it requires no words to prove, that a very ferious 
fpirit is abfolutely neceffary to a due preparation 
for fo facred, fo awful an employment. To this 
muft be added, a folemn determination to engage 
in the Work of the Miniftry, accompanied with a 
ftrong and lively fcnfc of the duties and obliga- 
tions arifing from that engagement. Another 
point which deferves to be clofcly confidered is, 
who the people are among whom we choofe to 
devote ourfelvcs to the fcrvice of the Qofpel. If 
it be amoQg the Proteftant DiflTenters, as hath 
been your cafe, my young friend, an impartial 
eftimatlon (bould be made of the difficulties and 
difcouragements attending that choice, and a firm 
Tcfolution be formed, in a dependancc on divine 
»id, to fuftain them with refignation, with pa- 
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tlt^cc, with fortitude^ for tl^ glory of God^ t(i<^ 
jtionour of Chri(t^ and the tedlmony o£ a good 
^onfcicnce. 

Wtth thcfc prcviow guj^llficatiojis, a pcrfoi^ 
may humbly, yet chc^af fully affumc the charaftcr 
of a Chriftian Miniften But, ythcn he has 
affumed th^t charafter, haw cxtcnfiye, how im- 
portant, is the bufinefs that lies before him ! It 
behoves him again a^od again to refieft, Jiow hp 
ought to behave himfelf in the Moufe pf Gpd^xh^ 
Church of the living God. 

One principal matter to^be^atte^ded to for th^ 
purpofe, is the habitual and diligpqt profecution 
pf ftill farther meafures of knowledge. .What- 
ever improvements we n^ay have o^de ip,opr, pre- 
paratory ftudics, thcfe will by ,ao means ^e fuf- 
ficient for our future ufe. If we io^agiqc that yffi 
already know enough, we aff9rd a decifive ,CAfi- 
dence^that, in fad, we .know but little. I Iiave 
had occalion to fee, and to lament, among feveral 
of my early acquaintance, the ,ycry unhappy 
fffcfts that have arifcn from their. trufting tOQ 
much to the (lock of wifiiom, fcicnce, and learn- 
ing, which they had gained in the qourle of an 
academical education. Hence fome, who pro- 
miftd.well m the opening of life, h^ve.fadly dif- 
appointed the public expedlation, and failed of 
feputation a(id ufcfulnefs. It has pf^en bpen re« 
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peatedj and cannot too often be repeated, that it 
^s only the jfbuhdattori of knowledge which can 
be Jaid at the Icminaries of literature. We muft 
t>uilci upoii the baHs which has there been fixed, 
juid it will reqiHrc years of attention, adivity, and 
laSour, to raifc the fupierftrufturc to its full pro- 
portion, height, and bcaiity. Even Timothj^, 
with all His exti'aordihary advantages ; even Ti* 
mothy, though immediately inftrufteci by the 
great Apoftle St. Paul, though endufcd with fuper- 
Hiaturai jgifts, thobgh ih a certain degree infpired, 
4^as exhoricd to give attendance to reading. How 
much more then, is an un'rcnriitting and vigorous 
application incuml^ent upon «j, who enjoy n6 
fuch fuperior aids \ who are obliged, in the ordi- 
nary methods of Divine Providence, to cultivate 
and enlargje our underftandTngs ! 

It woiild carry us too far to infift diftinflly 
ypon the various objedls of ftddy, which, more or 
lefs, have a juft claim to your regard. Neither is 
it neceffary feparately to nfiention them, as they 
have already been recommended to you by your 
refpcdive tutors. All the parts of learning that 
have been propofed to you, are not, however, 
alike deferving pf your notice, nor can they admit 
' pf an equally vigorous and fuccefsful purfuit. 
He that aims to excel in every thing, will exce| 
jn nothing. The knowledge belonging to our 
prpfeifion, whatever that profcfllon be, (hould be 
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fhe chief aim of our zeal and ambition* 2^» 
my friend, have devoted yoyrfelf to divinity- 
Let Divinity, therefore, have your principal timet 
attention, and labour. It is an objeA'pf iiq- 
fpeakable importance^ and very extenfiv^. A 
thorough acquaintance with it, and wich the 4if- 
ferent branches of literature to which It (lands 
immediately relatedy demands years of diligent 
applicatjoi). The hiftory, evidence^ and contents 
of revelation, the wrjcings which tend to illiiftrate 
or defend it, Jewifh antiquities^ the aqnals of the 
church, in Ihprt, whatever is calculated to help 
our critical examination of the facrcd Scriptures, 
.and to promote puf critical (kill in them^ a|Ibrd 
abundant matter of fpeculation and employment 
)f a Minider of the Gofpel be ignorant of thefi: 
things, it is impofllble th^t he ihould rightly djf- 
charge the duty he hath undertaken. What, in 
the eyp of r^afon and religion, can bf more dif- 
graceful than for a profefTed Divine not to have 
ftudied the fubje£l$, which, as a Pivine| he i$ 
obliged, in confcience, to ftifdy ? 

But though Divinity claims your firft and moft 
afljduous care, there are other parts of fcience 
which need not, and which ought not to be ne- 
gleded. Moral philofophy is fo extremely im- 
portant in itfcif, and fo nearly and ncceflarily 
allied to found and rational theology, that there 
is no occafion for me to fay how much it will 
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merit your regard^ as icexifts in the writings of 
many rcfpcdablc ancients and moderns. The 
goin^ on to build upon the foundation you may 
have laid in natural philofophy^ canhot avoid 
being followed by many advantages. BeGdes the 
pleafure and benefit fpringing from the feveral 
divifions of it feparately confidered, hence will 
your underftanding be matured and invigorated j 
hence will you effeftually be fecured againft low 
and falfe conceptions of the appearanc^es of na- 
ture I hence will your ideas of the divine works 
and ways be enlarged $ and hence will your ad- 
miration, your reverence of, and your devotion 
to, the Supreme Being, be faifed to a higher 
pitch of favour and extacy. 

It is greatly dedrable, likewif<^, that the acquain- 
tance we have formed^ at an academy or univerfity, 
with the learned languages, and with philology in 
general, Ihould be diligently cultivated and iip- 
creafed. This, indeed, is a matter of eflential 
importance to a divine as fuch i fince he CannoC 
otherwifc be a real and judicious critic in the holy 
Scriptures. In this view a confiderable flcill in 
the Hebrew and Greek tongues, and a knowledge 
of the cuftoms, as well as of the language of the 
ancients, come under the direft head of Divinity. 
But 1 am here confidcring the fubjeft in a fubor- 
dinate light. I am here only fpeaking of the 
advantage of claflTical and polite learning, as ic 
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may fcfirc to improve the mfndv io r^fir^c thtf 
taffc, and to give ftrcngih, prdpotiiont ele^nce 
and fpirit to our compolitions. 

I mud beg leave to add one reafbn more, for 
prefcrving our mathematical, philofophical, and 
grammatical knowledge ; which is, that it wiil 
enable us to undertake the bufiiiefs of education, 
if Providence Ihould render fuch an employment 
neceflary or dcfirable.. It is much to bie wifhed, 
that, where a very fmall proviCon is made for 
Diflenting Minifters, they would engage, as ge- 
nerally as poffible, in the keeping of School*. 
Many advantages would arife from this praAice. 
Our Brethren would be more comfortably fup- 
ported themfelves, and make a better provifion 
for their families. They would, at the fanrrq 
time, become more refpeftable and ufeful xtitm^ 
ber5 of fociety; as they would contribute to pro- 
mote found knowledge, good principles, and the 
prafjiice of virtue in the rifing age. Our worthy 
anceilors, the Puritans, were eminently fervice- 
ablc in this refpeft. For, being perfecuted in 
the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and the fucceed- 
ing princes, many of them were received into 
private houfes under the capacity of tutors, and 
were greatly inftrumental in fowing the feeds of 
piety and liberty among perfons of confiderable 
rank. The prefent race of Diflenting Minifters 
will have few Opportunities of being ufeful in the 
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fame way. But, by affuming, where it may be 
needful or proper, the iionourable chara^er (for 
fuch it really is) of Schoolmaftcrs, they may be 
the happy means of contributing, perhaps in.no 
fmall degree, to ftop the torrent of vice, ftpd to 
advance the future welfare of their country,. 

To return to the fubjeft of knowledge in general^ 
let me advife you, my Friend, to cherilh an ardent 
^nd vigorous purfuit of it, I love to fee a fpirit 
of literary curiofity in a young man. I love to 
hear him carneftly enquiring after books and 
things, as fuch a difpofition prornifes much im- 
provement. I would not have him, however, 
extend his eagernefs to every trifle that appears 
in the republic of letters, and that m^y only be 
fit to engage the talk of the idlers of the day^ 
Literary curiofity Ihould be fo reftrained and di- 
reded, that we may not become the dupes of 
Titerary fa(hion; the cfFeds of which, as it hath 
difplayed itfelf, of late years, both at home and 
abroad, with regard to writings of a lighter fpe** 
cies, might furnifli, in a fuitablc place, an 
amufing hi (lory. It were well if literary fa(hioi> 
had been limited to the more entertaining kinds 
of compofition. But^ it hath extended its bane- 
ful influence into the regions of philofophy and 
religion. The real additions that are made to 
philofophical and theological knowledge ftiould 
\)t thankfully received, and diligently profecuted. 
|}ut then, let us be fatisfied that the additions a^'p 
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real. Let npt the rational and fober difquifitions 
of the eminent men who have gone before us, be 
rejected, till the difquifitions of their fucccflbrs 
ha^e been found to be rnorc rational and more 
fober. They who know me, will not fufpcft that 
I have made thefe obfervacions from an attach- 
ment to fyftem. 

But is fhe underftanding alone tq be culti- 
vated ? No J it is of unfpcakably greater mo- 
ment that the affeftions be rightly formed and 
regulated. We have already mentioned the im- 
portance of poflfefling pious and holy difpofitions, 
prcvioufly to an entrance upon the Chriftian mi- 
niftry ; and we need not fay that they are equally 
important after we have engaged in that facred 
employment. We peed not fay, that otherwifc 
we cannot poffibly know how to behave in the 
Jloufe of God, the Church of the living God, 
Unlefs we have a deep and fcrious fenfe of di- 
vine things upon our fouls, ogr work will be a 
drudgery to ourfclves, and of little profit to 
others. ** Ye are witneffes, and God alfo," fays 
the Apoftle St. Paul, " how holily, and juftly, 
and unblameably we behaved ourfclves among 
you that believe;" and it (hould be the aim of 
every Minifter of the Gofpel to be able to make 
the fame appeal to his hearers. For this purpofc 
we (hould cherilh the principles of inward, vital, 
^radical piety and gpodnef?, by every method. 
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Thefe principle^ (hould be chcriflied by condant 
reading of the Scriptures, and the bed devotional 
ifvritcrs ; by clofe and frequent meditation upon 
divine things; by a courfc of humble and fervent 
prayer, and by habitual refledlion upon the pro- 
digious importance of the profeflion we have en- 
gaged in, and the numerous and awful duties 
which it dcmaiids at our hands* 

Let us pafs on, from fpecifying thefc quali- 
fications of the head and the heart, to the extrcife 
and difplay of them, in difcharging the feveral 
funftioBs of the minifrerial office. And here, in 
the firft place, nothing can more ftronglv require 
our attention, than to know how to behave our- 
fclves when we appear in the pulpit; when wc 
ftand up in the Houfe of God, and fpeak to the 
Church of the living God. The right method of 
conducing the- devotional part of our religious 
fervices is undoubtedly a matter that calls for all 
our care, and zeal, and diligence. Much might 
be faid on the fubjeft of public prayer. But 
without entering into any general queftions, or giv* 
ing any general dircftions, I (hall content myfcif 
with pointing out one or two errours that have 
occafionally (truck me, in the couf fe of my ob- 
fervation and experience. The firft is, that of 
introducing oratory into our devotions. There 
j& fcarcely any thing that can be more contrary 
to the nature of prayer, which is a humble, (eri- 
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ous, folemn addrefs to the greateft and beft of 
Beings^ and which ought to be couched in a /er«- 
vent fimplkity of language > and yet I have heard 
k carried on as if it were thought that God could 
be pleafed and moved with pompous expreflions. 
I have, with indignation and grief, heard it car- 
ried on in fuch a manner as even to deftroy the 
very character of prayer, and to reduce ft to ^ 
piece of empty declamation. This great faulc 
may, in certain cafes, have arifen from a laudable 
principle, the defire of introducing a variety intq 
Qur devotional exercifes ; and the excefs of whicif 
defire ihbuld, in lome meafure, be guarded 
againft* A proper and becoming variety is 9 
prioft important ^nd excellent gift « and the ac* 
quifition of it is ^eferving of our ardent purfuity 
Happy are thofe who are pofleiTed of fo valuable 
an attainment ! I have known Ibme beautiful in« 
ftances of it, which have ftruck me with ad- 
miration and delight : and, on (he other hand, I 
have known thofe, whp^ by aiming at an eternal 
diverfity in their addrefles to the Throne of Hea^ 
ven, have feemed to forget that they were pray- 
ing. For after all', there muft ncccffarily be in 
prayer a certain degree of uniforrnity. It m\ift 
confift of adoration, thankfgtving, confeflTion^ 
petition, and interceflion \ and though the modes 
of introducing thefe, and the language they are 
pouched in, may be very various^ and we Ihoul^ 
endeavour to render them as various as we can, ye( 
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the abjcfts themfclvcs muft, and ought con- 
tinually to occur, if wc would, indeed, offer to 
cur Maker the proper facrificc of reverence, gra- 
titude, hunnility, dependence, truft, and^ love* 
It is of importance in prayer, not to dwell too 
long upon each particular part of it ; left^ by that 
means, the fpirit of devotion in the congregation 
ffaould be interrupted and wearied. 

With refpeA to finging, though the conduft of 
it doth not innmediately depend upon ourfclve«t 
it is deQrable that we (hould embrace any oppor- 
tunities that may arife, of ufing our bcft endea- 
vours to have it performed with that harmony 
and variety, which, while they render it delight- 
ful to the worfhippers, fhall be the happy means 
of raifing, to the higheft degree, their pious and 
thankful iffefbions to the God and Father <^ 
Mercies. 

Upon thefubjcA of Preaching, which affords a 
wide fcopc for obfervation, there are two or three 
things that I would fomcwhat particularly con- 
sider. 

Let me exhort you, my young friend, to retain 
ftrongly in mind the right notions which, I 
doubt not, you already have formed concerning 
the nature of the eloquence of the pulpit. This 
is a matter which has greatly been miftaken, and, 
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pcrhapSi never more fo^ than in the prefent age^ 
By ibmc it feems to be placed in popnpous decla-^ 
mations} in an addrefs folely to the fancy and the 
eye ; and others may be ready to imagine that it 
is to be wholly engaged in aiming at the pafTions. 
But real eloquence is certainly a very difFerent 
thing. Real eloquence has its bafis in reafon^ 
and is employed much in reafoning. Real elo- 
quence contains a happy union of the /ational 
and the pathetic ; and this idea of it would never 
have been loft, if either^ the dictates of good 
ienfcj or the praftice of the beft ancient fpeakers 
had been attentively confidered^ The foundation 
of genuine oratory muft be laid in the convidtion 
of the underftanding \ and to the underftanding, 
therefore, muft it, in the firft place, be ad- 
dreflcd. But, though it reafons, it doth not reafon 
in the cold and dry manner of the logician. It 
reafons with prodigioufly greater variety and 
fpirit; mixing with its arguments, or rather cloth- 
ing them in animated interrogations, expoftula** 
tions, and changes of perfon; and making ufe, as 
occadon may admit, of all the figures of fpeech, 
and graces of didtion. By this means, what is faid 
will operate more powerfully both on the judg- 
ment and the . afFcftions. The affcftions, I fay, 
as well as the judgment : for moft certainly true 
eloquence, while it carries the underftanding 
along with it, has a principal view to the aftedions. 
The negled of the affedlions, which, for the Uft 
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half t^ntwrjr, iflajr havtf aHfiui, in part, from an 
injiididous imit^ion of fome eminent men, has 
been attended with unhappy confequences. The 
afFeftions are the fprings of the foul ; they ought 
to be ftrongly addrelTed ; and every motive for 
addreffing them is afforded by the Chriftian reli- 
gion. That minifter of the Gofpel who does not 
aim at exciting them, forgets a prime part of his 
duty. But then he fiiould endeavour to excite 
them by proper conliderations ; by the internal 
weight and energy of tlie arguments, perfuafions, 
fandions, and obje£ts which he prefents to his 
hearers. At the fame time, there is a certain 
degree of moderation to be ufed in the applica- 
tion of the pathos ; for otherwife it wiU fail of its 
intended effeft. It is the obfervation of the ex- 
quifitely judicious Quintilian, that nothing fooner 
dries up than a tear. I have heard preachers^ 
who, by never knowing when to quit the pa- 
thetic, have caufed that pare of their difcourfc 
to end in wearinefs and difguft, which, under 
due management, might have been eminently. 
afFefting and ufcful. 

Another circuriiftance I would a little particu- 
larly take notice of, is the method of fermons. Of 
late years, it has been much the faftiion to have 
no diftinft divifionsj but to deliver what is faid 
in the dcfultory form of an Eflfay. This fafhion 
has taken its rife, perhaps, from an improper 

D imitation 



imitation of the SpedatoTf asnd Of her cclebfatecf 
CORipoficioiis $ aod it may, likewifei have pro-* 
ccededy in pait> from a diflike to the too numer- 
008 and minute diftiodions of oin- anceftors \ and 
front an apprehertfiort that the end of public 
Ipeaking win M^re eifedually be anfwered by a 
total concealment of method. To whatever canfea 
the cuftofQ be owing, I cannotj^forfcveral reafonSir 
uhiverlallyy» or even generally, approve of it in 
the pulpit. The abkft rhetoricians of antiquity 
have given ilo fiui&ion to the mode in queftion« 
Method, according to them^ was a capital objeft 
ofctmiideration; and it appears, from all which 
diey have advanced upon it, that they expected 
it to be v'^ble. On foch a fuppofition their rules 
are founded^ and could not otherwife have been 
ultmlly put kito pracli(!e. For thia I may appeal 
to the principd writers upon eloquence, fronr 
Ariftotle down to QuintiUan. Agreeably to the 
precepts of the bed rhetoricians, was the praAicc 
€rf the beft orators y and particularly of the two 
great luminaries, Demofthenes and Cicero ; who 
frequently^ who generally, lay down their fcheme 
in a diftinft manner. Even where they have not 
done this, the nature of the ancient oratory ren- 
dered their method apparent. Their difcourfes,- 
according tathe ftated laws of compofitrony mu(f 
confift of an exordium, a propofition c^ the fub>- 
jed; a confirmation, and a conclufions not to 
Oiention the narration and confutation ^ and they 
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^id not thinfk of hiding thcfe firveral pait$» which 
were known and expected* 

But if cafes had occurred^ m which eloqueneQ 
admitted or required fpeeches that had no vifible 
.divifion, or i( this iiad been the eeneral praAice 
aT anuquity^ the fanoe ^ondoft would by ii0 
means be proper for fermon^* An orator^ in 
ipeaking upon piril jot political matters, might 
h^Yfi only a fingle pojmt in v^tw. It mi^ht be 
bis purpofe to proGUf e an immediate votCt or to 
raife a ibdden refoliatkiii, to be inftandy carried 
into effed, in whtcb cafe it naight be right in 
him, by laying afide cveiy appearance of noc^hod 
and artj to hurry hia hearers atong with Inm^ 
without giving thcM t^mt for cool «efle£tion. 
put tbeChriftiao Pi-eacher has no p^rpofe of this 
nature* He h«s qo defign of feizii^ tipon the 
paifions at the expencc of the underftanding. Hia 
ufoal bufiacfs is to promote a regular courfe of 
inftru£):ioii and edification. B^afon and the aflTeff'* 
fions are 10 go hand r^t h#nd together, in what 
ewt is deKyered from the piHptt. The impor*!- 
tant and glorious trii^chs of the Gofpcf are to be 
continually urged, irt ordfct to ^Buenoe the tem- 
per, and j-egujate the Ijfe. Here, then, two or 
three /eoa)fi)o4ious dHfrfions beconic e:|ceedmgly 
proper, as rcfting places to the foul, as afibrdmg^ 
materials which it can digpft ^nd reflefl! updn^ 
fgs its private irnprovenient. Hcnqe will oup 
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congregations receive fubftantial benefit : whereas 
vague eflfays and declamations^ leave few traces 
in the mind^ and nmake little or no impre(rt9a 
upon the heart. 

Suffer me to add a hint or two concerning the 
beginnings and the conclufions of our difcourfcs. 
In the exordiums, fomc variety feems to be de- 
firable. We may, for the moft part, fclcft a few 
remarks, not foreign to the fubjed, which may 
ierve to introduce it in an agreeable and happy 
manner- The conclufions of our difcourfes I 
would wiOi to confift, as much as poflible, of 
di(lin£b applications; which maybe fo managed, as 
to have a.confiderable degree of diverfity. Somev 
i;imes two or three ufeful tifpths nriay be deduced 
from the genefal doftrine of the text *, wd fomc- 
times^Ssm^ny pra^ical renoarks may be fuggefted. 
Sometimfcs. there may.^be a forcible recapitulation 
of whaic hw been advanced ; and no proper op- 
pprtujvity ought to be omitted of a pathetic 
i^ddre^, waraily urging the great principles and 
duties ;th$t have been qxplaiped. It has been 
objected to diftinf): applications, that they lead to 

repetitions, an^4 P^^^ ^^^7 cannot be necefrary- 
If h^n the main fubjed has been duly illuftra^ed* 
^ut I am fully fatisfied that they greatly coptri-^ 
bute, at lead in ipoft of our focieties, both tp th^ 
accepja^nce and the ufefulnef^ of Miniftcrs, 
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With refpcft to the delivery of Sermons, I 
fiiall not defcend to particular rules. I rejoice to 
fee thar the pronunciation and aflion of the 
pulpit are attended to; and that our youi^gefr 
Jbrethren are likely in- this refpcft to excel their 
predcceflbrs. But, in the prcfent tafte of the age, 
It is of the utmoQ: importance to guard againl^ 
affectation* A theatrical manner is elpeqially tQ 
be avoided, as being very contrary to the true 
fimplicicy, and real djgnicy, of the Chriftiai} 
Miniftry. Let it be remembered, that pronun<*> 
elation and adion ihould arife from the fubjeft, 
and not the fubje£t from pronunciation and 
ii(5lion. During the time of compofitioji, a perfoa 
)Ought not to think how his difcourfe is to be 
ipoken. In writing, his underftandiqg and. .his 
feelings alone Ihould didtate what is proper to b^ 
faid J and ^t|icpce (bouJd his fubfequ^nt delivery 
^ife. T9 introduce certaip paljTages, for the fake of 
^n exclaniaiion, a dart, or ap attitude, is con*^ 
temptible in the ^(limati9n of found wifdom* 

I cannot difmifs the eonfid^ation of theelo*. 
)t|uence of the pulpit, without throwing. ia a. few 
words concerning what, in my opinion^: iought to 
be the (ubjeSs of our difdowfes. And th&fub« 
jefts of our diftourfcs ougbc to be the great tdoc- 
frines, duties; exiampie^i afliftanccs, promtfes, 
and profpeSs of the Gofpfel. I lay, the great 
^odlrines, duties, examples, affiftances, promifes, 

and 
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ind pf 6fpe6ts of the Gofpel : for k (hoald iicvcr 
be for gotten by ua, that vrc are preachers of the 
Chriftiafi religion ; and it is ftrange that this (hoold 
ever be fiijrgotten by any who tdually believe in 
' the revelaikm of our bldTed Saviour The New 
Teftament contains the whole difplay of the love 
of the only mieOoii the leather to the degenerate 
ehitdrenof Adam, h exhibits all the companion ?nd 
tcrtdemtft of jfefus. It holdt forth a knowledge 
tof the purcft and nobleft kind; rt conveys to v$ 
the pardon of our finsr; it comnminicatcs' the prin^ 
ripk of boHne&i it mfpires us with refignation and 
fonitildej and it fpreads before us a botmdlefs hap** 
plnefs^ Theft n^ighty bleflings it gives to crea«i 
cures ^ho were abfolutety unworthy of ^cm ; to 
^ztatts who Mrere rni^olved in ignorance and 
trahrgi'effion ^ «9ho had no hope ; who were liable 
t6 finsA COndiemn^tjOn. !t refcues us from the 

mojR: deplorable of all r^lamities, $n<) confer) 
upon US' the grcatpft p0(fible felicity. Eternal 
death was our expeded portion ; but eternal life 
1%^ the gift of God through Jefujs Chrift our Lprd. 
lo tromomnf^dng ihefe biepijcfitA^ the wtfdcimt 
troth) ee^itude^ and gpadi^e& of ^H|r hpavenly 
FatHer ereiiifarurably pourtr^ed^ ^n4 thp beii^- 
ydlcsnce df the ble0ed Rjedoemer fiuncs in ful) 
bedbty and Juftre* h (hines in a ;bou£^d afiec** 
ifDgri-finiatipns add. kn^wfffcs rcCulting from hia 
aftioBs^ difcourfes^ ' fttfijtfings^ •deadi, refuriec? 
tMk 9|pd B^en^on, . Ml ti?efe tf^A be mknow^ 

ledged, 



J 



A Charge. 2j 

Itdgcd, whatever pariicuUr fy^cm of opinions wc 
embrace, provided wc do aAually believe in the fU'^ 
pernatural original and authority of our holy rtU^f 
gion. In every view of the matter, Chridianity i$ t^ 
be regarded as an ineftimable gift; as aprarl q(w^ 
fpeakable price. To be afraid, thiJrcfoic, pf cX'- 
prefling ourfelvesy in the higheft terntis, concera*^ 
ing the mercy of God in the Gofpc^s not to 
draw from the New Teftament our principal tn-« 
(h-uAions, arguments and motives, is iretio» 
againft our great Mafter. We may lawfully 
make ufe of other affidances ; we may ^\t^ fna# 
terials from various fources: nor is it neeeiTary 
to be always introducing the name of Chrt(t» Biic 
we muft (land up in the pulpit as liis Miaifterft. 
His truthsf, his laws, bis life, his fanflion^i we 
muft difplay; upon his philanthrof^ afiil com* 
palTion we muft infift \ and fpeak iunder the 
powerful impreflion of that immortal Advatioa 
by him communicated. 

I (hall juft add, that^ in difcharging the t«!0 
pofitive inftitutions of Chriflianity, care ftonid 
be taken that they are adminiftered in a ierious, 
edifying and devout manners that no fupcrfti- 
ttous ideas of thenfi be entertained ; and that tht 
true nature and defign of them^ as laid..tioMFa fb. 
the New Tcftament, he attended to, and prt- 
ief vcd. 



But 
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But is the duty of paftors and teachers confined 
to the pulpit, or to the performance of the inri-* 
mediate ordinances of religion ? No, it extends 
to their private dfrportnnent towards the flocks 
cooimitted to their charge. Permit me, there- 
fore, in the fecond place, my worthy Brother, 
fepioufly and afFeftionately to reprefent to you, 
that^ in this rcfpecV, it is of the utmoft impor- 
tance for yop to know how to behave yourfclf in 
the Houfc of God, the Church of the Living God* 
Every one muft be fenfible that a wicked, or even 
a very imprudent Minifter, is a difgrace to his 
calling, and a dcftroyer of his ufcfulnefs. Every 
one muft be fenfible that there is a decorum be* 
longing' to the paftoral office ; fo that if a perlbn 
who is engaged in it enters much into the cuf- 
toms and diverfions of the world, he tarnifhes 
the luftre of his reputation, leflens the refpeft he 
might have met wkh, and injures the fuccefs of 
hisjabours^ I am not an advocate for a rigid 
preciienefs : but there is a circumfpedbion highly 
proper in the chriftian miniftry, cfpecially with 
regard to indulgences and pleafures which may 
not, perhaps, be ftriAly unlawful. There is a 
candid vigilance of character, which, while it 
prcfervcs the becoming gravity of the divine, 
^oes not depart from a due chearfulnefs and li- 
berality of manners. 



Out 
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Out of the many direfbions that might be gi^en, 
t Ihall only touch upon a few hints re(pe£ting our 
more immediate conduct towards our congrega*'^ 
lions. Let me cxprefs my diflike of any mean 
and felBfh policy. There are certain little arts 
which fome havf praftifed, and which I think 
unworthy to be mentiotted in this place* What* 
ever they be, they ought to be entirely difregard- 
cd by the Miniftcr of the GoipcK They arc 
imfuitable to that fimplicity and openncfs of cha- 
rafter he Ihould always maintain j and they arc 
ufually as unwife a^ they are difreputable. 

What I would particularly recommend to you, 
is, not to meddle with the fccular concerns of 
your hearers. Be not folicitous even to know 
them, and much Icfs to give your advice with re- 
lation to them. As far as it is proper they will 
themfelvcs acquaint you with them, if, in a courfe 
of time, they (hall have formed fuch an opinion 
of your integrity and prudence, as to think your 
counfcl dcfirable. It is not right to take an ac- 
tive part, unlcfs we arc requcftcd to do it, in 
the fecular concerns belonging to our congrega- 
tions as fuch. In general, it will be better to 
leave affairs of that kind to the management of 
the deacons and truftees. I have known much 
uneafinefs to arife from an imprudent interference 
in thefe matters. 

Another 
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Artothcr thing I would caution agaiftft^ is, ^ 
fufpicious and jealous difpofuion ; an anxiety to 
hear what is faid of us ; and a readinefs to take 

s 

oflfence at flight matters, and to imagine that we 
are not treated with fufficicnt refpeft. This is a 
turn of mind which is fraught with many incon^ 
vcniencies. Neglcfts will occur, in the com- 
merce of life, that often are not intended -, or 
which, at worft, do not proceed from evil dc- 
figns; but from fome accidental ficuatbns, or 
accidental varieties of temper. It is bett to go 
on fteadily in our own duty, without being foli* 
citous to know how far we may be animadverted 
upon by weak and petulant perfons, and without 
fuppofing that we fliall be blamed by reafonable 
and worthy men. 

There is an article of great importance, thtf 
vifiting of our people, with regard to which I 
fcarccly know what to fay, or what rules to fug- 
' geft; and upon which, therefore, I fpeak with 
peculiar diffidence. It is ufually, I think, better 
to be fparing than frequent in it; though this is 
a maxim which may occafionally admit of much 
limitation and reftridtion ; and perhaps too great 
a negleft of it is the fault which moft prevails in 
the prefent day. The propriety of our conduft, 
muft, in many cafes, be direfted by particular 
circumftances, of which good fcnfe only can 
judge. To perfons of fomc rank and faftiion, 

(allowance 
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(allowance being made for particular exceptions 
and friend/hips, which will occur in all focicties) 
we fliould ifeldom go, unlefs invited; for this 
will comnionly be moft agreeable to thcmfclves. 
As to others, it nnay be fit to call upon them with- 
' out ceremony ; but then our day fhould be Ihort. 
A due medium ought to be kept between an im- 
pertinent freedom and a ftifF rcferve. We fhould 
not forget to render our vifits as ufeful as poflible. 
Something fhould be thrown in for improve-^ 
ment; fomething that favours of religion; and 
this may frequently be done, with fuperior ad» 
vantage, in an indireft than in a formal wa^. 

There is one cafe, in which we may attend our 
people without waiting for being afked ; and that 
is in feafons of peculiar afflidion, and efpecially 
in the cafe of ficknefs. To call upon them in 
fuch fituations, will be univerfally acceptable; 
and our repeated attendance and prayers will 
probably be affcftionately received. No part^ 
however, of our duty is more difficult than this. 
It requires our peculiar care, efpecially with rc-^ 
fpe£t to dying perfons, that we do not go beyond 
the hopes and encouragements afforded by th^ 
doftrincs and Terms of the Gofpcl. 

I could wi(h to offer a few remarks on the true 
poljtenefs of a minifter ; apd the rather, as the fub* 
^e£t hath confiderably been mifunderftood. It dqtlj 

E 2 no( 
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not confift merely in certain fafhionable forms of 
addrefs and bejiaviour; in the knowledge and 
praftice of little current modes ; but in a refpeflful 
civility and eafc^ fuited to our particular charafler. 
Suited^ I fay, to our particular charaftcr : for 
what may be proper and graceful in one (lation, 
may not be fo in another. The politenefs of a 
Minifter, and the cafe with which it is accom- 
panied, ought to be tempered with that decency 
of referve which becomes his profefllon ; and the 
. want of attending to which, hath, in feveral in- 
ftances, been produftive of abfurd airs, and a 
ridiculous afFc&ation. 

A right direftion, in this refpeft, might be 
derived from a real knowledge of the world s 
which, on many other accounts, is highly fer- 
viceable to a Minifter ; though, like politenefs, 
it is apt to be miftaken. What I underftand by 
it is, fuch an infight into the tempers and cha^ 
raders of men, as is the parent of good fenfe ; 
and leads to a reditude of conduft in the various 
occurrences of life. The advantages of this quan- 
tification would require much enumeration. It is 
a very different thing from what often aiTumes 
the name, and it is by no means eafy of attain- 
ment; bfeing the rcfult of large experience and 
obfervation, joined with a fpirit of fagacity. If 
<:annot, therefore, be expe£l:ed in a young Mi- 
nifter, and allowance ought to be made for the 

want 
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want of it* In the mean time^ he cannot greatly ^ 
err, if he be poffcflcd of modcfty and decorunu 
Thcfc will fupply the place of a knowledge of the 
world, and keep him from any flagrant impro^ 
pricties of behaviour. With modefty and deco-. 
rum for his guides, I may venture to foretelj that 
no young Miniftcr will fall into any miftakcs 
which Ihall materially hurt his reputation. 

■ 

There is a third grand point, in which we 
ousht to know how to behave ourfelves in the 
Houfc of God, in the Church of the living God 5 
^nd that is, with regard to this Church con- 
fidered as extending beyond our own Congre- 
gations \ and including our fellow Chriftians in 
general. We ought to know how to behave 
ourfelves towards neighbouring Minifters and 
focieties, towards the whole of our DilTenting 
Brethren, towards the Clergy of the eftablilhment, 
and with refpedt to the grand interefts of religion, 
and the caufe of our divine Mafter. But this 
c:opious and important part of our fubjcA muft 
be entirely omitted. Neither can I enlarge oa 
the exhortations and motives I could have wifhed 
to Uy bi^fore you, in order to animate your forti- 
tude in fuftaining the difficulties you may expefl: , 
to meet with, and in order to (hew that your en-^ 
couragcments are fuperior to your trials. * 

* It is tlie intention of the Author, if he ihouldever again 
be called to the like fervice, tocon(ider the remainder of the 
fubje^. 

IlhalU 
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I (hall, therefore, conclude with briefly be- 
leeching and charging you in the name of God, 
inthenarheof Chrift, as you regard your own 
honour, peace, and falvation, and as you value 
the fouls comnDitted to your care, that you zca- 
loufly, and (crioufly, and conftantly attend to the 
duties which lie upon you, in confequence of the 
iblcmn dedication you have this day made of 
yourfelf to the fervicc of Jefus, and the welfare 
of immortal fpirits. Retain, I entreat you, a 
deep fenfe of the importance and difficulty of 
the work in which you are engaged \ fuch a 
fenfe of its importance and difficulty as fhalj 
make you humble and vigilant^ as fliall lead you 
to fervent prayer to God, that he would enable 
you to be faithful to the truft you have under- 
taken. In the cxercife of fupplication, humility^ 
watchfulnefs, and diligence, you need not bp 
difcouraged. -Though the buGnefs before you be 
weighty and arduous, you will be entitled, in 
the (erious and adive difchargc pf it, to many 
excellent fupports. You may rejoice in the con- 
fcioufnefs that yoq have chofcn the nobleft poC- 
lible employment; the employment of endea^ 
vouring to inftruft, reform> and fave, the finful 
children of Adam. You will have the pleafure 
of refleflipg, that, though you arc placed in a 
fituation which doth not promife the emoluments 
»nd diftinftions of the prefent world, you are 
fupporting the caufe of religious truth and liberty, 

and 
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And the peculiar honour of your divine Matter. 
To crown the whole, you will be fuftained by the 
hope of' an eternal reward, proportioned to your 
fidelity, induftry,- and zeal. An eternal reward! 
What a profpeft, what an objcft is that? Yesj 
cverlafting life and glory will be your portion, if 
you' continue faithful and a&ivc in your duty: 
a confideration this, which renders all tem{)oral 
Views and intcrefts abfolutcly contemptible. It 
is amazing that, when fuch a consideration k 
propofed, any (hould facrifice their integrity for 
the advantages of a few years ; for what can 
fcarcely be called advantages, even in the prefcnc 
Aate. When we contrail the (hortnefe of human 
life with an eternity of happinefs, it is fhamcful 
that the lead ftrefs fliould be laid on a few worldly 
profits and honours, or that it fhould be thought a . 
mighty matter to endure a few difliculties and 
fufFcrings. There is a wifdorn, a good fenfe, in 
piety and virtue, and in adhering fleadily to the 
didates of confcienge, that, one (hould ima- 
gine, tstxf rational mind muft clearly difcern, 
and ftrongly feel. You, my worthy friend, have 
chofcn the better part: and, with the motives, 
aids, and profpefts before you, I truft that you 
will be enabled to go on in your work, with 
chcarfulnefs, vigour, and fuccefs. I pray God, 
that you and all of us may fo approve our fin- 
cerity and diligence, as, at length, to receive the 
approbation of our great Maftcr. Amen^ 
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